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in downtown parking, access needs 


Participants in the Parking and 
Access Commission of Terre Haute” 
Civic Improvement’ Inc. meeting 
Tuesday agreed that there may be 
major changes in future parking and 
access needs as development of 
downtown Terre Haute proceeds. 

The possibility that a nationally 
known real estate developer may be 
hired to analyze the merchandising 
potential of the downtown area, based 
on a marketing and financial ap- 
proach, was noted at the meeting. 

A study of downtown parking 
facilities and their marketing will be 
conducted this summer by graduate 
students of Prof. Robert Smiley of 
Indiana State University, it was re- 
ported. This information will be 
available to the parking commission. 

Also, commission members re- 
ported improvements in downtown 
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parking with the AA meen of 
parking meters by the city. 
However, a need for installation of 
signs designating routes to Interstate 
70 and state highways was cited. 
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PUBLIC INVITED TO COMMENT 
ON PROPOSED CHANGES 


The schematic design of proposed im- 
provements on Sixth Street from Cherry to 


Ohio streets will be on public view Thurs- 
day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the lobby of the Vigo County Publ] Lab: 
Conference Center, Sixth and Cherry € Dias) 
streets. The above drawing is a portion of 


the proposed plan, prepared by Landplus FE 
West of Muncie. North is to the right in the RE ERENCE 
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MONEY TO SETTLE ISSUE — Terre Haute civic Im- $41,769.93 to settle obligations incurred from the Sixth 


provement Inc. announced Thursday it will pay the city Street Demonstration Project pictured above. 
(Staff Photo: Rick Cochran) 
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a By COLLEEN SIMS, ur oe Bi , property on which the Halimark Hall of „„ the cooperation of civic leaders, busi- 
- 1 Tribtine Staff Writer |, ., 1129, Cards, 609 Wabash Ave., and the old «v, ness leaders and the university. 


Two pieces of property, in the down- waj Midwest Floor Fashions- store, 667 -,,. In addition td the acquisition of the 


town. Terre! Haute Área ! Worth, over aay Wabash Ave., are located, formeriy 1... downtown properties, Landini said ISU: 
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$100,000 have been donated to:the Indi-, j y owned by the Tobey Ritter Foundation |. is working! with ‘Landplus West 
ana State University 'Fourldation, ac-.,; and worth $40,000 to $43,000, have been, . architects on improvements on campus. ‘ 
cording to ISU President ¡Richard .G,,..., donated to the foundation, Landini re- +, Landplus West is doing the design work ' 
Landini... af er 34 Yes gad ba jg potted. A for. the Sixth” Street" demonstration: 

Landini announced Wednesday , thé,„"",. John Logan, chairman of the board ot. |: project planned for the downtown area. ' 
possible uses for the Property aré td be, ,„ Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc., w «Landini sald preliminary’ designs in- 
discussed with Terre Haute Clvle_Im-...:, sald several possibilities are available i,) clude broadening of strects, landsv-aping' 
provement Inc., A, group, of, concerned , nı for the use of the properties, including a, „and the rétauval of some structures. He“ 
citizens formed to,oversee thé catrying iy „professional office condominium, „|... pip added one sos>billty ls a small mall it! 
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out of a'10-year imprdverhent plan for. ...., Landini noted ISU did not ask for the j,. the Sixth a rdChôštňut streets aren.” ! 
the’ downtown 'àréa, He (said: the ISU, -;. property, to "be landlords,” but to help ji, SorenS=nsaid the delayed Sixth Street? 
Foundation worked In. toopiérattori With, a; th, improving the downtown area. -stijg demonstration prdjdct’should be ‘under 
that group when the proparties “werd AA, "Duane Sorensen, project coordinatot «> „constryctión by the first of April. "1 
requested, © | rias uyy e Lor Terté Haute Civic Improvements :,.: Logan said the news conference wad! 
> The easterit portion of the old Roots |» Inc.,: said. the „group is now, “more j called Wednesday to give an update on! 
building, formerly owned, hy fhe Hudson “ optimistic”, than rus" bef--e about the 4; Activitles for ithe downtown "area. Hé 
Corp. „and. valued at $49,000, andthe” - improvenients for #nearca. because, of t+ ld many people thought nothing was! 
`~ f Ps Mila sandt A 3+ > Aa iira > a $ ets he going on n that area,|. ni: 7 pre Ajil 
4i Besides ‘the: activities already meh- 
tioned, Sorenseh baid plans are currenti’ 
ly under way fof the new Vigo County 
Jail, converting the Deming and Terre 
Haute House Hotels fof scnior citizen 
housing and other private Investments 
The next undertaking, Sorensen re- 
ported, Is to be ‘a traffic and parking 
study in the downtown arca. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Downtown business people 
reportedly have “mixed emo- 
tions”” about a proposal for the 
removal of parking meters for 
a four-block stretch on Wabash 
Avenue. 

Steve Owens, president of the 
Downtown Business Associa- 
tion. said some business people 
downtown would like to see the 
meters removed, but others 
feel they are necessary-to con- 
trol traffic turnover. 

The Terre Haute City Council 
is scheduled to consider an or- 
dinance Thursday which will 
allow the removal of parking 
meters from Fourth to Eighth 
streets on Wabash Avenue and 
establish free, two-hour park- 
ing along that stretch. The or- 
dinance also increases parking 
fines from $1 to $3 and provides 
for the arrest of those violators 
not paying traffic fines. 

Owens said one complaint 
against the ordinance is that 
some of the downtown business 
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people don’t think it's “fair” to 
take some of the parking 
meters out and not take others 
out. 

He said he and another down- 
town businessman, Jack 
Pierce, had only reguested that 
the signs on the parking meters 
be updated to indicate the times 
when parking is free (Monday 
and Thursday nights and all day 
Saturday) and for enforcement 
of the two-hour parking limit 
already in the parking or- 
dinance. 

Pierce said they felt the two- 
hour limit would keep down- 
town employees and downtown 
area students from parking in 
the metered spaces all day and 
taking away those spots from 
persons wanting to transact 
business downtown. 

“The whole idea is turn- 
over,” Pierce said. 

“I don't feel that taking the 
meters out on Wabash Avenue 
is a solution to our parking 
problem," he continued. “If 
they do, they'1l have to take 
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them out for the entire down- 
town.” 

Pierce said the purpose of 
parking meters is to limit the 
time on parking when parking 
is limited. “All we ask is for the 


city to fill the purpose of the ` 


meter,” he added. 

Pierce said some downtown 
business people would like to 
have all the meters removed, 
though. 

Sid Levin, a past president of 
the Downtown Business As- 
sociation, feels the meters 
should be rernoved. 

“I think the parking meters 
should be removed and that we 
should mark cars every two 
hours and increase the fines 
from $1 to $2 or $3 and enforce 
it, that way we would have free 
parking on Wabash,” Levin 
Said. 

He said people resent putting 
money into meters and if the 
meters are removed the down- 
town will be more inviting for 
persons shopping for services 
or merchandise. 
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Named To Study 
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Downtown Parkihg Problems 


Members of the transportation 
commission of Terre ic 
Improvement Inc. were announced 
Friday by Dr. John A. Logan, chair- 
man of the board. 

He said William Schaller, transpor- 
tation planner for West Central Eco- 
nomic Indiana Economic Develop- 
ment District, will serve as chair- 
man. 

Other members are Paul S. Smith, 
executive director of the Vigo County 
Area Plan Department; James 
Burdick, city engineer; Harold 
Baker, acting director of rehabilita- 
tion programs for the Terre Haute 
Housing Authority; George Kern, di- 
rector of safety and security at Indi- 
ana State University, and Don Fink 
and Dick Mace representing private 
parking operators. » 

Dr. Logan and Dr. Thomas Roper 
of the Rose-Hulman Institute of Tech- 


nolog MA 2,4 serve as advisory 
members of the commission, 

In a statement earlier this month, 
Dr. Logan explained the commission 
will study the problems of downtown 
parking and “hopefully make recom- 
mendations to the city to solve the 
problem." He emphasized the group 
believed there was adeguate data and 
expertise available locally for the 
problem and there would be no need 
to have any further studies made. 
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The first. meeting of the recently 
formed. Downtown Traffic and Park- 
ing Commission took place Tuesday 
with 100 percent attendance, accord- 
ing to Bill Schaller, chairman of the 
group. 

Schaller, a transportation planner 
for the West Central Indiana Econom- 
ic Development District, said any 
parking plan completed by the com- 
mission will be used to the best 
advantage of the community. 

The commission members decided 
the first step for the group is to 
gather information about previous 
parking studies and make comments 
on them, Schaller said. 

From there, a status report on 
what already has been studied can be 
made, 'Schaller stated. Any valid in- 
formation obtained from the earlier 
studies can be used to aid the current 
commission, he added. 

Schaller said commission members 
will try to have the first step: com- 
plete in about two weeks and then 
another meeting will be called. 

Once the initial effort is made, the 
commisssion can start working on 
determination of any parking prob- 
lems in the downtown, Schaller said. 
“Maybe what everybody's calling 
problems really aren't,” he added. 

After any problems are identified, 
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the commission will better know how 
long its work might take, the chair- 
man said. 

Coordination of efforts by various 
groups involved with parking will be 
stressed, Schaller said. 

Other commission members in- 
clude: Paul S. Smith, executive direc- 
tor of the Vigo County Area Plan 
Department; Jim Burdick, city en- 
gineeer; Harold Baker of the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority; George 
Kern, director of safety and security 
at Indiana State University; Don Fink 
and Dick Mace, representing private 
parking operators; and Lt. James 
Roach of the Terre Haute Police 
Department. 

Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc., 
and Dr. Thomas Roper of the Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology fac- 
ulty will serve as advisory members 
to the commission. 
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Three new members have been 
named to the Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc. parking commission, 
according to an announcement Thurs 
day from Dr John A. Logan, Civic 
Improvement executive director. 

New appointees. are Steve Owens, 
president of the Downtown Business 
Association; Sid Levin, its past presi- 
dent, and Paul Denehie of Meis Store. 


4-Hers Attend 
Camp Sunday 


Some 50 4-H members from Vigo 
County have signed up for the 4-H 
summer camp June 17 through 20 at 
Shakamak State Park. 

Gary Emsweller, extension agent 
for youth, said he would like to have 
all money and resgistrations in by 
Friday but if this»is not possible, 
those wishing to attend the camp may 
register and pay their fees before 
boarding the camp bus Sunday. 

The bus will leave at 12:30 p.m. 
from the Montgomery Ward parking 
lot. Those still wishing to register 
should come to the lot at noon, 
Emsweller said. 

Counselors will be Carmen Miller, 
RR 51: Kathy Milner, RR 24; Shelly 
Sandberg, RR 32 and Terry Hayhurst, 
RR 23, all from Terre Haute; Jane 
Ann Beasley, RR 11, Jeff and Mark 
Witty, RR 14, all from West Terre 
Haute, and Cheri Cash, Rosedale. 


Qwens any Levin are also on the 
board of Civic Improvement. 

Dr. Logan said Robert Murray of 
the Indiana State University adminis- 
trative staff assumed the chair- 
manship of the parking commission 
following resignation about three 
weeks ago of William Schaller as 
chairman. Murray is assistant to 


Kenneth Moulton,- vice president for | 


business affairs and treasurer for the 
university. ? ; 

Schaller, transportation planner 
for West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District, will remain a 
member of the commission, accord- 
ing to Logan. Other members are 
Paul Smith, director of Vigo County 
Area Plan Department; Harold 
Baker HI, on the staff of the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority; Richard 
Mace and Don Fink, representing 
operators of private parking lots; 
George Kern, head of the university 
security department; Lt. Jim Roach 
of the City Police Department; Dr. 
Tom Roper of Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology, and Jim Burdick, city 
engineer. 

Logan said he is planning to bring 
in a transportation consultant for not 
more than three days at Civic 
Improvement’s expense to bring the 
previous downtown parking studies 
up to date so the commission can 
start from “ground zero” on down- 
town parking problems. There will be 
a meeting oť the commission with the 
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consultant “in the near future,” 
Logan stated. 

When asked for. comment on his 
resignation, Schaller said, “I do not 
have sufficient time and budger to 
carry on the necessary duties of the 
chairmanship but I look forward to 
continuing to give input as a com- 
mission member.” 


Community Affairs File 


Transportation Stud Urges 


LA 


Parking S 


A second proposal on aimed 
of a parking and access program for 
downtown Terre Haute has been re- 
ceived by Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc. from a Milwaukee, Wis. 
firm. 

According to a report Monday from 
John A. Logan, Civic Improvement 
executive director, the recommenda- 
tions are being sent to members of 
the group's parking commission for 
study. He said this second study takes 
into account access to downtown 
Terre Haute as well as the parking 
problems. 

Just what will be done with these 
suggestions depends on what steps 
the Vigo County Area Plan Depart- 
ment, West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District and 
Terre Haute City Council may take, 
Logan explained. He understands 
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federal funding will be available for 
parking and access improvements. 

“But even without these funds, 
improvements could be made in 
sinage for present downtown parking 

so it would be more informative for 

people coming into downtown Terre 
Haute, especially for the first time,” 
Logan added, “and there could be 
better synchronization of traffic 
lights for north-south traffic through 
the downtown area." 

The 10-point program is designed to 
be a joint effort embodying staff time 
and personnel from West Central 
Indiana Economic Development Dis- 
trict and the Area Plan Department, 
according to the report from Howard 
Needles Tammen and Bergendoff, the 
consulting firm. 

The Civic Improvement parking 
commission would serve as a study 
review board and assist in gaining 
governmental support for actions in- 
volving from the study. Those in- 
volved also would “work closely with 
the City of Terre Haute and the 
policy, technical and citizens com- 
mittees on transportation of the West 
Central Indiana Economic Develop- 
ment District.” 

Components of the proposed pro- 
gram would include a parking inven- 
tory, review of traffic background 
data, a parking occupancy study on 
one or two typical days, an owner 
survey and analysis of existing traffic 
conditions. According to the proposal, 
recent traffic counts have shown a 
shift in downtown from a dominent 
east-west movement to a more pro- 
nounced and increasing north-south 
movement. 

The proposal suggests a “specific 
action-oriented program“ be de- 
veloped to improve traffic flow and 
create “a public parking system 
within downtown Terre Haute.” Such 
a program would generally focus on 
using transportation system manage- 
ment strategies to achieve improve- 
ments in traffic flow and public park- 
ing at minimal capital costs. Such a 
program would be formulated with 
the concurrence of the city traffic 
engineer, the State Highway Com- 
mission and the technical committee 
on transportation of West Central. 
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The parking improvement program 
will consider changes to the on-street 
parking system, including the 
possibility of angle parking“ „and 
“free” on-street parking in the 
downtown area. 


The report suggests personnel from 
the local agencies be primarily 
responsible for the parking inventory, 
assembling and reviewing of back- 
ground data, parking occupancy 
study and owner survey. The consult- 
ing firm would assume primary 
responsibility for the other segments 
of the work program. 


The consultants believe if their 
program were initiated by mid-Sep- 
tember it could be completed by late 
December. 
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The Parking Com- 
mission of Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement Inc. 
met last week and dis- 
cussed various items 
pertaining to parking 
and traffic flow in the 
downtown area, accord- 
ing to minutes of the 
meeting. 

One resolution passed 
by the commission was 
to enderse a com- 
prehensive program to 
revitalize traffic flow 
and accessibility to the 
downtown area, accord- 
ing to the minutes. 

Another resolution 
passed by the com- 
mission sought efforts to 
install a series of stan- 


dar iz AE signs in 
the downtown area in- 
dicating where parking 
is available, the cost of 
parking, and other items 
such as validation pro- 
cedures. 

Other downtown con- 
cerns were discussed, al- 
though no action was 
taken on them, ačcord- 
ing to the minutes. 

Among those items 
are: the establishment 
of a governmental park- 
ing authority to super- 
vise parking and trans- 
portation in the down- 
town area; a left-hand 
turn for southbound traf- 
fic on U.S. Highway 41 
onto Wabash Avenue; 


ission meets 


angle parking for 
Wabash Avenue between 
Third and Ninth streets; 
traffic lights; en- 
couragement of mass 


transit programs; and 
consideration of remov- 
ing all parking meters in 
the downtown area. 
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“Won't Reinvent The Wheel’ 


First meeting ilsa of the trans- 
portation commission of Terre Haute 
Civic: Pro si Inc. was pro- 

-noun g meeting?’ by its 
chaining William Schaller. 

Schaller, transportation ‘planner 
for West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District, said there was 
100 percent attendance. The com- 
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mission will not “reinvent the wheel” 
or propose a plan and then “put it on 
the shelf.” 

“When the plan is completed, it 
will be used to the best advantage of 
the community,” Schaller declared. 

He explained each member of the 
commission will try to find all avail- 
able information on the downtown 
parking situation from the past to the” 
present 
report asa “benchmark. trom which 
to proceed.” ; 

Key words for the werk: of the’ 
commission will” be “coordination 
and cooperation,” Schaller em- 
phasized, between the commission 
and the groups they represent as well 
as other groups. 

The commission ians to meet 
again in two weeks, the chairman 
said. Other members are Paul S. 
Smith, executive director of the Vigo 
County Area Plan Department; 
James Burdick, city engineer; 
Harold Baker III, acting director of 
rehabilitation programs for the Terre 
«Haute Housing Authority; George 
Kern, director of safety and security 
at Indiana State University, and Don 
Fink and Dick Mace representing 
privat. parking operators. 

Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, and 
Dr. Thomas Roper of the Rose: 
Hulman Institute of Technology fac? 
ulty, will serve as advisory members 
of the commission. 
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A meeting of the Parking & Access 
Commission of Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement — Ine Was conducted 
Wednesday, according to a report 
from the commission. 

During Wednesday'3 session, a 
committee was established to in- 
vestigate the advisibility of free angle 
parking on Wabash Avenue between 
Third and Ninth streets, the report 
stated. 

Members of that study group are 
Sid Levin, Paul Smith, Jim Burdick 
and Paul Denehie. 

The report also indicated the Area 
Planning Department is to initiate 
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i studies ¢ on úpdating a parking inven- 


tory and parking occupancy. Those 
recommendations were made to the 
commission by a consulting firm that 
did a study of downtown parking. 

Also at Wednesday’s meeting, 
Burdick reportedly agreed to in- 
vestigate the purchase and location of 
signs to indicate where parking is 
available in the downtown area. 

Burdick also reported a contract 
had been let for street intersection 
improvement for Chestnut Street and 
Wabash Avenue beteween Third and 
Ninth streets, 

The commission also discussed the 
closing of the intersection of Sixth 
and Chestnut Streets in one of the 
busy portions of Indiana State Un- 
iversity. A recommendation is to be 
obtained from the ISU administration 
(for review by the commission. 
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within central business district 


During a recent meeting of the 
parking and access committee of the 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
group, discussion concerned the park- 
ing facilities within the central busi- 
ness district of the city, according to 
Paul S. Smith, a new executive 
member of the. civic group. 

Smith, executive director of the 
Area Planning ' Department, pointed 
out the committee indicated it could 
hire a consulting firm to make an 
inventory of the existing off-street 
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parking facilities within the central 
business district. But he informed the 
committee, and chairman Bob Mur- 
ray, that numerous studies had been 
made previously, a considerable 
number of them by his department. 

At this time, Smith noted, he of- 
fered the assistance of the Area Plan- 
ning Department to perform an in- 
ventory study of the parking 
facilities. 

Pursuant to that study, though, a 
mapping had been made which de- 
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lineated all the off-street zari 
facilities within the central business 
district, consisting of 79 lots and 4,449 
spaces, which is shown and can be 
reviewed by the public during normal 
working hours in the ¿ Area Planning 
Department office, ae a to 
Smith. 

Terre Haute Civic Improvement, in 
cooperation with the downtown 
merchants, is desirous of publishing a 
flyer of this map for distribution to 
their customers to indicate where the 
public parking facilities are located. 
This flyer is to be distributed during 
the next meeting of the parking com- 
mission. já 

In conjunction with the public off- 


street parking facilities, | the parking 
commission is desirous of placing the 
standardized parking + on the 


public streets obra Ha 
downtown sKohpersi, 

propriate public parking ar Me 

noted. 

Committee members ask that any 
person finding an error on the map to 
notify Bill Peters, transportation 
planner, Area Planning Department, 
120 S. Seventh St., by calling 238-8354. 
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Of Improverne 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 
Members of the Downtown Improve- 
ment Committee met Friday morning to 
organize Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc. as a not for-profit gre group with 
Dr. John A, Logan as chairman of its 


Paul Pfister, a member of the 
Committee's executive group, said the 
Committee by unanimous vote Thursday 
morning approved the concepts for im- 
provement of Terre Haute as presented 
by Richard Dober and Associates, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. planning and design con- 
sultants, and study teams from Indiana 
State University and Indiana University. 

Dr. Logan, executive director of the 
Wabash Valley Interstate Commission 
and coordinator of the improvement 
project since its inception ín April, has 
agreed to serve as board chairman of 
the new group and coordinator for Phase 
I of the three-phase improvement 
strategy plan, according to Pfister. 

He said the group was now “organiz- 
ing the troops” and would name an 
individual to assist Dr. Logan with his 
work as coordinator. Articles of in- 
corporation are being prepared by Myrl 
Wilkinson, local attorney and a member 
of the parent committee. Pfister said 
the papers will be presented at the first 
meeting of the new board at 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday. 
|. According to the Dober plan. Phase I 
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would include preparation of a Phase 1 
urban design action manual to provide 
design guidelines to all parking lot 
owners and operators, and a design 
concept for Wabash Avenue and pro- 
posed greenway pedestrian links. Also 
on the schedule is ‘‘careful positioning of 
proposed new city and county office 
building to reinforce downtown econom- 
ically and visually.” 

Members of the Committee named as 
corporation directors were Mayor Wil- 
liam Brighton, Dr. William Bannon, 
Richard Beard, Robert Boyer, Pete 
Chalos, Marsee Cox, Larry Helman, 
Anton Hulman, Jr., Dr. Richard Land- 
ini, Dr. Logan, Sid Levin, Lucien Meis, 
Jack Neaderhiser, Robert Payne, 
Pfister. John Scott, Richard Schultz, 
Forrest Sherer, Don Smith, Kirby 
Smith, James E. Sullivan, Richard 
White and Wilkinson. 

Boyer, Meis, Pfister, Schultz and Don 
Smith served as the executive commit- 
tee. 

The Design and Information Center 
for the project will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday of next 
week and Monday through Friday of the 
following week. Terre Haute citizens 
have been urged to visit the Center and 
to make suggestions and give their ideas 
about improvement for the city. The 
strategy plan, it has been emphasized, is 
flexible. 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

„Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc 
was incorporated Wednesday as a not- 
for-profit-group to preserve the econum- 
ic, cultural and educational advantages 
of the downtown area to benefit the 
entire community 

The new organization was the result 
of the efforts of the original Downtown 
Improvement Committee organized in 
April when Dr John A Logan. executive 
director of the Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission. was named project direc- 
tor to develop strategies for improve- 
ment. 

He was elected chairman of the 23- 
member board of the new organization. 
Officers elected by acclamation of the 
board were Lucien Meis, president: 
Robert Boyer, vice president; Myrl 
Wilkinson, secretary, and Don Smith, 
treasurer. Members of the executive 
committee. also selected Wednesday, 
are the officers, Dr. Logan and Richard 
Schultz, Jack Neaderhiser, Paul Pfister 
and Dr Richard Landini. Z 

The executive committee selected 
Professor Duane Sorensen, director of 
the Center for Economic Devetopment 
at Indiana State University, as ex- 
ecutive director of the new corporation 

Wilkinson, an attorney and member of 
the parent committee, said Dr Logan 
during the Wednesday morning meeting 
emphasized the urgent need for the new 
group to move as quickly as possible to 
begin implementation of the first phase 


f 
4 


ANZA 


of the strategies presented in the three- 
phase plan of Richard Dober and As- 
sociates. Cambridge. Mass planning 
and design consultants who worked with 
teams from Indtana State University. 
Indiana University and the women's 
advisory committee on the over-all 
strategies 

The articles of incorporation were 
signed by Smith. Boyer and Paul J 
Pfister. also a member of the parent 
committee and its executive committee 

The Design and Information Center in 
connection with the program ts now 
open at 673 Wabash Ave so" that in- 
terested citizens can see what has been 
recommended in terms of maps and 
visual materials. A television narrative 
about the history of the present group 
and a slide presentation also will be 
shown to the public at the Center which 
is expected to remain open this week 
and next. 

The Articles of Incorporation for 
Terre Haute Improvement Inc place a 
minimum number of three persons and 
a maximum number of 27 members on 
the board. Initial board members are 
Mayor William J Brighton. Dr William 
Bannon, Richard Beard. Boyer. Pete 
Chalos, Marsee Cox. Larry Helman. 
Anton Hulman. Jr. Dr Landini. Sid 
Levin, Dr Logan, Meis. Neaderhiser. 
Robert Payne. Pfister, John Scott. 
Schultz, Forrest Sherer. Smith. Kirby 
Smith, James E. Sullivan. Richard 
White and Wilkinson. 
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Group to Incorporate 


GT yur 6 1976 
) By COLLEEN SIMS 

` Tribune Staff Writer 

Members of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement, Inc., a not-for-profit corpo- 
ration in the process of formation, met 
Wednesday morning to approve articles 
of incorporation and to elect officers. 

The formation of the corporation has 
evolved from efforts to improve the 
downtown area of the city. The corpo- 
ration, though, is to deal with the entire 
community, with the downtown area its 
immediate goal. 

The purpose of the corporation listed 
in the Articles of Incorporation to be 
filed with the Secretary of State is: “To 
foster the preservation, improvement 
and development of Terre Haute, Indi- 
ana, and its environs, as the economic, 

_ educational, and cultural center of the 
Wabash Valley to better serve the needs 
of its people.” 

Dr. John A. Logan, who headed up the 
original Downtown Improvement Com- 
mittee from which the corporation ori- 
ginated, was elected as chairman of the 
23-member board of directors of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement, Inc. 

Officers elected by acclamation of the 
board members were Lucien Meis, pres- 
ident; Robert Boyer, vice president; 
Myrl Wilkinson, secretary; and Don 
Smith, treasurer. 

An executive committee also chosen 
Wednesday is to consist of the officers 
and Richard Schultz, Jack Neaderhiser, 
Paul Pfister and Dr. Richard Landini. 

The executive committee met in a 
Special session following the board 
meeting and selected Duane Sorensen as 


executive director of the corporation. 
Sorensen, director of the Center for 
Economic Developmentat Indiana State 
University, has been working on the 
current downtown improvement project 
for several months. 

During the regular meeting, 
Wilkinson, an attorney, explained to the 
board of directors the papers he has 
prepared to file for designation as a not- 
for-profit corporation for Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc. 

The application must list such items 
as the name, the purposes, members and 
directors. 

Listed as incorporators in the Articles 
of Incorporation are Boyer, Smith and 


"Pfister. 


The application states that by-laws 
governing the business and conduct of 
the affairs of the corporation are to be 
adopted by the board of directors or the 
members. 

The original board of directors: con- 
sists of 23 members, with the Articles of 
Incorporation placing a minimum 
number of three and a maximum 
number of 27 for membership on that 
board. 

The initial board of directors for 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., 
consists of Mayor William J Brighton. 
Dr. William Bannon, Richard Beard, 
Boyer, Pete Chalos, Marsee Cox, Larry 
Helman, Tony Hulman, Dr Landini, Sid 
Levin, Dr. Logan, Meis, Neaderhiser, , 
Robert Payne, Pfister, John Scott, | 
Schultz, Forrest Sherer, Don Smith, 
Kirby Smith, James E. Sullivan, Rich- 
ard White and Wilkinson. 


Initial steps were tagen at the end of 
last week for the formation of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., after a 
long-range concepí was presented to 
deal with improvements in the down- 
town area. 

The formation of such a not-for-profit 
corporation was recommended as part 
of that overall strategy. 


In forming the corporation, the new 
members, who had been members of the 
Downtown Improvement Committee, 
purposely left the word “downtown” out 
of the corporation’s title, since the 
corporation is to deal with the entire 
community, according to board member 
Pfister. 

When the action was taken to begin 
steps for incorporation, the group also 
approved the overall concept. 

The concept consists of a three-phase 
Strategy, with elements to be im- 
plemented at different times ranging 
from this summer to 10 years from now. 

This week, in an effort to get citizen 
participation in formulating the specif- 
ics of the strategy, the Terre Haute 
Downtown Design Center opened at 673 
Wabash Ave. It is to be open tor about a 
two-week period. 


Community Affalrs File 
Vigo County Pubile Library 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


| 


:its many facets. and made cer- | 
tain recommend ations: 
| regarding downtown. Pro-| 
‘fessional help was. obtained for! 


recent sales. that Wabash 

nue real estate has depreci- 

i 25 per cent in value in the 

(past 10 years; and it is reason 

i ahlv forseeable that it will sink 

matea tie Tp El m | another 25 per cent if it does 
Fifteen years. later, in, ex-| 


| Report On ale din i 1959 | | 
|| | S JUL. 29 1974 “tmp Affairs Fl 118 | imeanng and intent of the so 
ae 
a ' 
Named Ar as For mpro oyement' me mome cie i 
i (challenge anyone to walk down! 
Y i an ¡Wabash Ave. from Third toj 
ti By RICHARD TUTTLE A tink aa ee TAT NAJ A report. and recom- [Ninth St. taking an inventory 
| | Star Staff Writer > |improvement. E [mendations in light of current bof the ancient, dilapidated|: 
i Fifteen vears aga on March! Members. of -the commiittee efforts for improvement, thel "buildings: antiquated store |: 
Í 19, 1959, the Terre Haute Cham- “ere Mayor Ralph Tucker,!same report could almost be ¡Eroms: vacant. upper floors: 
Í ¡ber of Commerce released ap Yeager Jr., the late John | written. : (unpainted. unwashed, unclean 
A ¡comprehensive report’ on the 1: Royse. the late Leonard B.| ‘Brief excerpts are taker from exterior walls; garish, dirty | 
| eas of, and recommendations; > hel ei dede e the several sections of the re- ata i en and, 
or, improvement of the down-! ; ` JA raffic jams witho realizing| 
| ¡town area, Mee ae z R. ES tl port, but , retaining. tne silly (that something needs to be done 
As 1 aries anes, Jonn A. See DOWNTOWN ‘and quickly. Downtown Terre 
! nánkú by Chaos Prestene CU te EL o i On Page 2, Column 7 Haute has fallen behind 
| Nay Hami to tudy, researéh! verstein, Raymond P. Harris, | (housekeeping standards of 
land report.“ Heading ‘the: com- ¡Ralph A. Stuart, Ewing Miller, \customers, It hasn't had a tackle 
mittee was the late Floyd E. Herbert Mace, Dr. D. E. Young, ; itring. or even a face-washing, 
Dix, attorney, who prepared a | Don Coverstone, and H. G.| [in decades. We conclude that! 
| y „Thompson. it is not lack of knowledge that 
| ¡great deal of the firmal draft’ of | A it | 
| ¡the report. Vice chairman was | dr pis brought this about. it is 
[Herman“ D. Becker, then presi-| The committee represented fi- lack of will. initiatve, moper ar 
| | dent of Ben Becker Shoes, and a Nance. retailers, both large and ton and leadership. ie 
| A and 2 small, government, property! “Property | This is 
| owners: lessors, architects. and, more than a ei eavor. It 
i small “ industry located within! is of vital interest to the pocket 
| 'the-core area of the city. i Li ao 
} |. Fifteer years ago- the com- a pan 
| ‘mittee realized’ the problems, | approximated, on the basis 
| 
1 
| 
| 


nat pull itself out... . The as 
| sessed valuation of “property | 
(between Sixth and Eighth | 
‘streets is $3,850,890. Applying | 
certain assessment procedures. 
this means there is $12 million 
worth of property in these two 
blocks, as of 1950. 

uf ++ + 

"Who Does the Job: We do 
not believe it is the function of 
this committee to “Dispose” 

we can only "Propose.“ Some 
f the proposals were: the city | 
ladministration to create muni-| 
cipal parking lots, limited use | 
and policing of metered curb 
arking. keeping the streets | 
clean. and ordinances to im- 
ment the necessary changes 
.. . The tenants should con-| 
tribute but the major invest-| 


| 
| 
| 
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| “The Possibilities: In many! 
cities the tide for downtown thas’ 
been turned. but it cant be 
done in Terre Haute with the, 
lethargy that has afflicted our 
DEA for decades past. 
| “Terre Haute Different: The 
' Univer ity of Illinois report 
points out a number of features, 
that puts it far ahead of the 
a y in its advantages 
y: rejuvenation: con- 
a of most important, 
a single street, lo-| 
vay from other major: 
eas; proximity of the 
‘iver to downtown and| 
ne ap for beautification: | 
Indiana State Uni- 
owntown; long and 
ancy’ by stores. | 


Nr vety 
intenance and part-. 


ployes number | 827, 
" annual payroll of 
no. Its A erating budget: 
$4 million. Plans ar? 
ade for A new science 
y lan addition to the! 
| ‘union. building, plus! 
ise of land for further 
1 a 
+ + + shi | 
g: There can be no 
that parking is one of, 
t acute problems of 
e downtown. Street, 
g does not solve the! 
use there are not! 
aces; two and ines 


> of curb PHN 
ore and office! 


“poor 2 AMI experts 
the availability of 


Who- haso't been 
traffic jams on 
„Cherry, Walnut, 
venth — Ne Sal 
| hours? . 
] "problem, could ts 
_ eliminating curb} 
m Fifth to Ninth on| 
Walnut, and 


; “The Mall: (A model of a 
mall between Sixth and Seventh 
on Wabash, had been con- 
istructed by Charles Eanes. local 
|photographer). The report listed 
¡several towns within a days 
[drive with malls or planning 


y (same. Planning experts, after a 


[15-month study, depicted an in-| 
‘crease in business up to 50 per| 
‘cent could be reached ... The 
¡central business district must 
ibe- made. glamorous and in-| 
Iteresting enough to the buying 

¡public to make it want to shop, 
there. 


| “Not Fighting the Shopping! 
¡Centers: No one should get the 
Jidea that this effort is a full) 
‘battle with the shopping center 

.. But when a shopper living 
(close to downtown drives two or 


three miles to a center to shop, | 
it is time to do something. 


+ + + 
| Necessity for Master Plan: | 
Many cities frankly admit 


wasting millions of dollars 


shooting off in all directions .. 
the master plan must be both 


lwise and daring, consistent and 
‘ong range and above local con- 
iflicts, narrow interests and in- 
¡dividual selfish greed. 

U “Politics: We intend to ask 
jthe mayor and City Council for 
¡things we need. If they turn us 
(down, then will be the time to 
{talk about it. We intend to, 


“Recommendations: An ím: 
mediate parking survey by the 
city, followed by purchase and 
operation of metered parking 
lots; limitation and enforcement. 
iof one-hour parking downtown; 
extensive campaign by retailers 
and offices to stop use of curb 
¡parking spaces by their 
employes: keep downtown 
streets clean; new store fronts, 
air conditioning; determine if 
federal aid is available; raise 
money for experts to formulate 
a master plan; make Sixth and 
Seventh one-way streets; 
'remove cornices and overhangs 
from old buildings; ban 
overhanging signs; extend: Spec- 
tator Court for pedestrian- traf- 
tic; install a pedestrian con- 
nection between downtown and 
Indiana State Univesrity; grade 
separation on key streets; 
¡beautify the  Wabash- River 
front. o 


“The Time ls Right: This 
report is the result of laborious 
study of a great mass of 
materia! . . . tí we do not do 
something quickly in Terre 
Haute. we are going to be sunk 

`. Many contributed to the sub- 
ject matter in this report. The 


s text should be attributed to the 


chairman. 
(s) FLOYD E. DIX 
Chairman 
(s) HERMAN D. BECKER 
Vice Chainman 
A subsequent article will offer 
comparisons of the situation in 
:1959 and 1974. Some of the 
¡changes that have occurred will 
be outlined. 
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Attracts Visitors 


Hundreds of local residents 
already have entered some 
degree of participation in prep- 
arations for a new downtown 
Terre Haute, voicing “much 
enthusiasm for the strategy 
plans.” 

That's the report from the 
Design and Information Center, 
673 Wabash Ave., operated by 
Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc., since its opening 
last Tuesday. The center is 
scheduled to remain open next 
week. 

The board of the newly estab- 
lished organization urges more 
Terre Haute residents to add to 
the 300 or so who visited the 
center during the past week, 
sharing ideas for preservation 
and improvement of economic, 
cultural and educational guali- 
tites of the downtown area for 
the benefit of the community. 

Visitors have expressed in- 
terest in public meetings for 
turther discussion, according to 
Allen Stoner, student intern 
from Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology to the Wabash Val- 
ley Interstate Commission this 
summer, assisting in staffing 
the center. 

Featured in, the center are 
severai large wall maps, color 
coded to show existing gov- 
ernmental , commercial, recre- 
ational, educational and pro- 
fessional elements of the com- 
munity and to display general 
proposals for change or mod- 
ification. For example, the 
maps show ample parking 
space available in the down- 
town area, but there is said to 
be need for a more organized 
approach to the parking prob- 
lem, including uniformity of 
rates, possible establishment of 
some areas given over to free 
parking and other factors to be 
considered in providing this 
service. 
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The current status of plan- 
ning was developed by Richard 
Dober & Associates, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., in cooperation 
with teams from Indiana State 
University, Indiana University 
and other groups and individ- 
uals, including the women's ad- 
visory committee. Executive 
director of the newly formed 
Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc., is Prof. Duane 
Sorensen, who said his new 
duties are part of his existing 
job as director of the Center for 
Economic Development at ISU. 
He added that he is at work 
completing details of the in- 
corporation and assembling the 
program for the three-phase 
improvement strategy. 

ISU President Richard Land- 
ini has said, “What happens in 
the downtown area affects the 
campus and we are happy to 
cooperate to revitalize and re- 
new the area to assure the well- 
being of the entire communi- 
ty.” 

Plans include opening the 
center quadrangle of the cam- 
pus to the comumunity by raz- 
ing the building housing the ISU 
Statesman publication offices 
and landscaping the site. Later, 
some of the less attractive 
buildings on campus, which 
have been needed for develop- 
ment of the university, will be 
removed or replaced as funds 
become available. 
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grant use for city improvement 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Steps are already under way to assure 
that a portion of a $547,000 federal grant 
will be available for use in implement- 
ing the downtown area improvement 
project, according to Dr. John A. Logan, 
chairman of the board of Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc. 

“Mayor William J. Brighton announced 
"Tuesday the city would offer a part of 
the Economic Development Adminis- 
tration Public Works grant for use to 
start the 10-year concept for improve- 
ments in that area recently approved. 

The money was received by the city 
on the basis of the unemployment rate in 


REFERENCE 


a 20-block area of the city, including the 
downtown section, in an effort to create 
private sector jobs. 

Dr. Logan. chairman of the 23-mem- 
ber board of the not-for-profit corpo- 
ration organized to oversee the carrying 
out of the 10-yea+ concept for improve- 
ments, said Wednesday architectural 
engineers are currently being in- 
terviewed to complete a design for the 
downtown project. 

After that design is completed for the 
project, it must receive approval trom 
the federal officials before construction 
can start. 

Dr. Logan said the federal money, 
combined with money raised in a 


Vigo County Public Library 
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several-year-effort by the Downtown 
Business Association, “will give us a 
chance to make a major effort in beau- 
tification and parking and, perhaps, a 
start on some of the clean-up work that 
is necessary.” 

Specifically, Dr. Logan said the initial 
work could include sidewalk and street 
work, some greenery and some work in 
parking lots. 

The improvements to be made are to 
be "“noticeable improvements,” Dr. 
Logan said, adding that is a goal of the 
early work. 

Dr. Logan said he anticipated con- 
struction could be started on the project 
by September. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Most of the city officials to be in- 
volved in the current strategy for im- 
provement for the downtown area of 
Terre Haute agree that positive steps 
are under way. 

A long-range concept for achievernent 
of improvements in the downtown area 
was revealed June 30 and steps were 
taken almost immediately to implement 
some of the strategy elements in the 
concept. One step was the formation of 
a not-for-profit corporation, called 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., to 
oversee the project. 

“I think the concept and the not-for- 
profit corporation that has been formed 
is the best avenue that anyone has come 
up with to date in order to pursue 
downtown improvement programs and 
projects," said Mayor William J. 
Brighton, a director in the corporation. 

“And, I think I should hasten to add 
that nothing will-be done unless there is 
full cooperation from all of the com- 
munity that has some involvement in 
that area," Mayor Brighton continued. 

“We've been interesteď since the very 
beginning of this administration in 
trying to do something downtown,” he 


said. “We are not under the opinion that. 


the downtown will ever be what it once 
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was, but it is the heart of the city — for 
that reason, there is some justification 
of our involvement in trying to maintain 
it.” 

“No city is a real city without a 
downtown,” Terre Haute City Council 
President Jack Neaderhiser said. “Re- 
gardless of what people think, shopping 
centers will never replace the downtown 
area.” 

“My main emphasis, though, is that 
this is not a downtown project, but a 
Terre Haute community project which 
is vital for the whole city and needed by 
every citizen of Terre Haute,” the 
fourth district councilman said. 
Neaderhiser is also a member of the 
board of directors of the Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc. 

Most of the other city councilmen 
seemed to be fairly much in unison with 
the mayor and Council President 
Neaderhiser. 

First District Councilman Pete 
Chalos is the only other city official on 
the 23-member board of directors of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc. 

“I think the overall plan has been very 
well prepared and professionally done,” 
Chalos said. 

“What the plan hopes to accomplish 
for downtown isa commendable goal, he 
said. Chalos added, though, the project 
is not 'just a downtown one, but a 


Strategy 
For 
Improvement 


“community kind of thing.” 


Chalos said he particularly likes the _ 


fact that the concept calls for “a lot of 
dependent or independent agencies 
doing or taking positive steps on their 
own initiative.” Determinations are to 
be made by agencies independently, 
Chalos said, “but hopefully they will 
work together for the best for the com- 
munity.” 

As far as the council's role in the 
implementation of the strategy, Chalos 
said the council will need to “study the 
merits” of any parts of the project the 
city is asked to fund and support it “if it 
is for the over all good of the communi- 


Second District Councilman C. 
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Zep mir The TRIBUNE 
presents the second part 
of a series concerned 
with comments from key 
city leaders on the 
strategy for improvement 
of the downtown grea 

of Terre Haute. 


+ Eugene Trummel said he feels the con- 
cept is a good one because it “reguires 
business investment as opposed to city 
investment.” 

“Obviously, the city will have some 
investment..., but the real money in- 
volved in this overall development is 
from the private sector and Indiana 
State,” he continued. 

“My feeling is if the money comes 
that way, we will have a better, more 
appreciated improvement than if the. 
city, county, state or federal govern- 
ments tried to come in and impose their 
wil ie a residents of the community,” 

tel, che sole Republican member 
af the City Council, reported. 

William Jarvis, third district coun- 


Gay, 


cuman, 1s not as optimistic as most oi 
his fellow council members, though. 

Jarvis said he has not “fully made up 
my mind vet"," but expressed fears that 

lunicipal money used for the strategy 
elements “will be taken away from 
other parts of the city.” ~ 

enneth Thomas, fifth district coun- 
cilman, was unavai lable for comment 
on the improvement concept. 

“I see a great deal of enthusiasm in 
the plan because 1 think that we are 
finally realizing that it is not a problem 
specifically related to a segment of the 
community such as business but rather 
a problem that would affect the entire 
community,” Sixth District Councilman 
John S. “Pete” Lamb said. 

“I would say the approach this com- 
mittee has taken is fresh, very open- 
minded, and ľm particularly pleased 
that it is subject to change by citizen 
input," Lamb continued. ` 

Asa Malooley, , councilman-at-large, 
also could not be reached for a comment 
on the proposals for downtown improve- 
ment. 

Councilwoman-at-large Norma Spork 
said she feels the concept could be 
“beneficial to the city.” 

“As it sounds right now, I think it is 
the right thing,” Spork said, adding 
“every city needs a downtown as such." 

s Spork said she feels most people are 
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“mistaken that it will cost tax dollars,” 
which she said it will not extensively as 
pS concept was present ed to the coun- 
cil. 

Larry Kirchner, councilman-at-large, 
said, “I think the concept is good if it is 
worked out properly and if done right. It 
can help downtown and Terre Haute as 
a whole.” 

“I think the important thing is to get 
started on something and to show that" 
that we do have the interest of down- 
town and Terre Haute,” Kirchner 
Stated. 
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Progress te date and projections for 
the future for downtown Terre Haute 
were discussed Thursday by Dr. John A. 
Logan, chairman of the board of Terre _ 
Haute Civic. Improvement, Inc., at the 
regular meeting of the Kiwanis Club in 
the Sheraton Inn. 

After outlining the history of the not- 
for-profit organization since its original 
inception in April, Dr. Logan said that 
“hopefully” work can begin Monday on 
design plans for Phase I of the 10-year 
improvement stragegy. 

Mayor William Brighton had an- 
nounced Tuesday that the city would 
offer a part of the Economic Develop- 
ment Administration Public Works 
grant it is to receive for use in beginning 
the Phase I strategy. Federal officials 
must approve the design for the plan, 
however, before construction can begin. 
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Dr. Logan said the improvement 
group would receive Monday recom- 
mendations for the hiring of a landscape 
architect. The plans must be submitted 
by the end of the month to the federal 
officials. 

In his formal presentation and in reply 
to questions from the floor, Dr. Logan 
emphasized that the downtown develop- 
ment will not be in competition with 
shopping centers such as Honey Creek 
Square but will be a concept built around 
other elements than shopping. 

Noting that Indiana State University 
President Richard Landini was among 
the committee members and very in- 
terested in the project, Dr. Logan said 
one of the first projects will be develop- 
ment of walkways and linkages between 
ISU and the downtown area and beau- 
tification through small parks and raz- 
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He stated that plans are under con- 
sideration for development of a small 
park and parking lot on the site of the old 
Kresge store adjacent to the Terre 
Haute First National Bank. He also 
indicated that it has been suggested that 
the University initiate a program in 
hotel management and the culinary arts, 
and that in this circumstance, the pro- 
posed new hotel-motel complex of the 
plan could be used in connection with 
such a program. There is not such a 
program offered in the state at present, 
he added. 

It was also recommended, during dis- 
cussions of the various strategies for 
improvement, that the Tribune-Star 
Publishing Co. purchase the Grand The- 
ater and install new presses open to 
public view, Dr. Logan said. 

Asked about tax relief for downtown, 
he indicated this “was in sight” if urban 
centers remodel over the next decade. 
Hopefully the “major problem" of taxa- 
tion will be corrected also because of 
decreasing downtown land values and 
increasing land values elsewhere, he 
added. 
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It's time to da! SA to See. 

And that is what happens Wednesday 
from 5 to 8 p.m. when a work session 
will be conducted at Indiana State Uni- 
versity Conference Center to discuss 
Phase I of the downtown improvement 
project, 

Invitations have been sent to 100 per- 
sons for the meeting, Dr. Duane 
Sorensen, Terre. Haute-Civic_ 
ment, Inc. executive director, said Mon- 

ay 

Representatives from Landplus West, 
the landscape architectural and plan- 
ning firm which is to work with the 
group on plans for street improvement, 
are to be on hand. 

Street improvement is the main idea 
of Phase I. 

Those attending the workshop will be 
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se i the ‘‘same people” who 
worked with the project in its early 
stages last spring, Sorensen noted. 

Dr. John A. Logan is board chairman 
and Lucien Meis is board president. 

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Economic Development Robert T. Hall 
announced approval of the $347,000 grant 
in federal funds which will be used for 
Phase I, according to the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce News issued Sept. 
27. 

Sorensen said the official letter of 
confirmation was reportedly received 
by Terre Haute’s city administration 
last week. “Everything is ready to go," 
he said about Phase 1. In addition to the 
federal money, the civic improvement 
group has chipped in $110,000 of its own 
for the project. 
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an Geda will head the Landplus 
West team coming Wednesday. He is 
senior principal. Mayor William Bright- 
on and Logan are expected to present 
brief discussions and Sorensen is to be 
chairman for the session. 


Community input will be sought, 
Sorensen said. “The time clock is click- 
ing on and we only have three to four 
weeks in which to finalized the design 
concept," he added however. 


, Sorensen urged suggestions for the 


i project and said they may be sent to 311 


Conference Center, Indiana State Uni- 
versity. 

Sorensen is hoping bids for the work 
can be advertised by December and 
Phase I can be completed by next spring 
or summer. 
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By GLADYS ELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

A "short course" in some of the major 
elements in planning for downtown re- 
vitalization was presented Wednesday 
night during the “happening” at the 
Indiana State University Conference 
Center when some 35 to 40 citizens 
discussed Phase I of the downtown 
improvement project with represent- 
atives of Landplus West, the Muncie 
landscape planning and architectural 
firm hired by Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement. Inc., to prepare streetscape 
plans. 

Prof. Duane Sorensen, executive di- 
rector for-Terre Hauts Civic Improve- 
ment, said that after much discussion it 
had been decided that Phase I would 
encompass the area on Sixth Street from 
Ohio Street to the north side of Cherry 
Street. The site was chosen because it is 
a “middle of the road, interface with 
Indiana State University” and the pro- 
posed renovation of the former Deming 
Hotel for housing for the elderly. This 
brings forth the particular intent of the 
new use of the Deming, as well as a 
“youth and age mix which is good," 
Sorensen added. 

In his brief remarks at the beginning 
of the evening, Mayor William Brighton 
commented that “we may find construc- 
tion going on in the Deming itself within 
90 days.” 

Sorensen also commended the cooper- 
ation of Sid Levin and Kirby Smith, 
director of the Terre Haute Housing 
Authority, and recognized Steve Owen 
also, president of the Downtown Busi- 
ness Association. Sorensen said that 
“we have developed a true public and 
private cooperative partnership” 
through the cooperation also of Indiana 
State University for the improvement 
project. 
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Stan Geda, senior principal of Land- 
plus West, emphasized repeatedly in his 
remarks the need for input from the 
community as to what it would like to 
have, the tight even “murderous" time 
schedule under which he and his as- 
sociates were working to complete plans 
and begin construction within the 90-day 
period and that hopefully “we will de- 
velop together a sense of community.” 

He indicated that Phase 1 would bea 
“demonstration project” and more than 
simply trees and benches; it would be 
part of the network of streets “for 
people. an economic and social place." 
In the slide presentation, examples were 


m ee 
r o i nee 


LF CH 
wn Meeting 


Ri) 


NO 
x 


Vigo County Public Library 


Revealing 


Comes unity Affairs File 


shown of uses of pedestrian overpasses, 
attractive bus shelters, coordination of 
traffic, street and store lighting, in- 
novative uses of patterns and different 
designs in street surfaces to create 
downtown areas which attracted people 
and were economically viable. 

The Economic Development Adminis- 


DISCUSS DOWNTOWN PROJECT-Participants in the dis- 
cussion of downtown improvement held Wednesday evening 
included (left to right) Sid Levin, active in promotion of 
downtown improvement; Prof. Duane Sorenson, Indiana 


tration has approved a $347,000.00 feder- 
al grant for Phase I and $110,000.00 has 
been contributed by the Civic Improve- 
ment group. Geda said his staff now has 
to complete the specific design for 
Phase I in two to three weeks in order to 
meet the time frame which has put the 
project “under terrific pressure” be- 


State University; Sister Georgianna Terstegge, S.P., St. 


proposed application to EDA. 


cause of the tremendous number of 
levels in the “fabric” of the entire 
planning scheme, During a press con- 
ference last week, Sorensen said he 
hoped bids for the work could be ad- 
vertised by December and, weather 
permitting, Phase I might be completed 
next Spring or early next Summer. 


Mary-of-theWoods; and Stan Geda, Landplus West, Muncie, 
principal speaker. Discussions centered around preliminary 
data, further suggestions as to what may be done, and the 
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Terre Hauteans showed an 
“enthusiastic” response to the 
downtown demonstration 
project schematic drawing on 
display at the former Deming 
Hotel Thursday. 

Terre. „Haute--Iraprovement 
Inc. Executive Director Duane 
Sorensen said some 125 resi- 
dents stopped by the display by 


4 p.m. En ade for a couple 
negative comments, expressed 
agreement with the plan. 

The display, open for view 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., showed 
the improvement plan for Sixth 
Street and Wabash Avenue 
along Sixth Street from Ohio to 
Cherry. 

The demonstration project, 
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which will not cost local tax 
payers a cent, is phase one of a 
three part plan to revitalize 
Terre Haute’s downtown area. 

In view of rapid develop- 
ments in connection with the 
improvement program, Chair- 
man of the Board John Logan 
has called a meeting of the 
committee for Monday at 8 
a.m. 

Logan. who is also Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission 
executive director, said the sit- 
uation is to be reviewed and 
proposals for consideration are 
to be presented. The meeting is 
to be conducted at Formal 
Lounge, First Floor Union 
Building, Indiana State cam- 
pus, 

The drawings showed flushed 
curbing at the intersection of 
Sixth Street and Wabash Ave- 
nue, in front of Deming Hotel, 
the northwest and southeast 
corners of Wabash Avenue and 
other crossings as an aid to 
elderly and handicapped per- 
sons. 

Street widths are to remain 
the same for auto traffic, but 
parking is to be eliminated on 
the east side of Sixth Street to 
provide space for walkways. 

Trees, with the lowest 
branches at seven feet, are to 
placed along both thorough- 
fares, They are to be per- 
manently irrigated. 

Bids for the project are ex- 
pected to be advertised next 
month and construction has 
been moved up from Jan. 8 to 
Jan. 1, weather permitting. 

An Economic Development 
Administration grant of 
$347,000 and $110,000 chipped in 
by Terre Haute Improvement 
Inc. made the project possible. 

The drawings were de- 
veloped by Landplus West, a 
Muncie, Ind. firm. 
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Members of it ut Haute Civic Im- /\ 
provement Inc. during their heting 
Monday-morning at Indiana State Uni- 
versity discussed the possibilities for 
establishment of a downtown area which 
would be eligible in the case of remodel- 
ing or new construction there for tax 
incentives in the form of a tax 
moratorium. 

Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of the 
board of the organization, said Prof. 
Duane Sorensen, executive director for 
the downtown improvement project in- 
itiated last April by this group of con- 
cerned citizens, has been asked to rec- 
ommend boundaries for such an area 
and report back to the next meeting of 
the board. 

Dr. Logan pointed out that there is a 
“lot more going on” in connection with 
the long-range, 10-year plan for down- 
town rehabilitation than the present 
demonstration project of Phase I. This 
particular project, scheduled to begin 
Jan. 1 weather permitting, involves 
street improvements in paving and curb- 
ing along Sixth Street from Ohio Street 
to the north side of Cherry Street. The 
streetscaping will include planting of 
trees and shrubs, construction of bus 
shelters on Wabash Avenue, flush curb- 
ing at the corners and benches along the 
walkway, . 

Mryl O. Wilkinson, attorney and sec- 


i unity at 


RANA Als 1 / Terre Haute CE Traúvove- 
ment, Inc., explained that a state statute 
effective Jan. 1 will allow a deduction 
for increase of assessed value from 
rehabilitation or redevelopment over a 
five-year period, beginning with 100 
percent and reducing to 50 percent. 

Such entitlement requires that the 
property be in an urban development 
area, and it is the Redevelopment De- 
partment which makes a determination 
that the area is blighted and uses the 
same criteria to determine if an area 
should be redeveloped. Wilkinson said 
this is strictly a “tax-break" program 
and affects only local taxes. 

In further comment, Dr. Logan said 
that “we hope to analyze the potential of 
older buildings” in such an area, either 
for future remodeling or for razing. Such 
studies have not been “developed suffi- 
ciently” to provide these answers, he 
added. 

“Once such-a redevelopment district 
is established, we're going to try to have 
the area evaluated for an analysis of the 
buildings, ground level, uniform parking 
and signage," Dr. Logan stated. 

Wilkinson also noted another pro- 
vision of the law for property being 
rehabilitated. If its value is increased as 
a result, the owner may apply to the 
State Board of Tax Commissioners to 
have deducted from the assessed value 
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50 percent of 5 RO , th tt 2 R77, resutl- 
ing from the rehabilitation up to 
$25,000.00 for a five-year period. This is 
a general statute and refers to remodel- 
ing and general repair. 

Dr. Logan also noted that Indiana 
State University has hired Landplus 
West, the Muncie landscape planning 
and architectural firm which designed 
the demonstration project for Phase I, 
to work on plans for ISU beautification 
and improvement in cooperation with 
the entire project for the downtown 
area. The ISU Conference Center. the 
former Deming Hotel, will be made into 
housing for the elderly. 

Dr. Logan reiterated the fact that the 
Phase I demonstration project is only a 
“small part” of the entire plan and 
strategy for the revitalization of the 
downtown area. The demonstration 
project will be funded by a grant of 
$347,000.00 from the Economic Develop- 
ment Administration and $110,000.00 
from the civic group. 

In other business Monday morning, 
the organization adopted a set of by-laws 
and named Joe Cloutier to membership. 
He will fill the vacancy created by the 
recent death of Anton Hulman, Jr. 
Cloutier was recently named president 
of the Indianapolis Speedway. He had 
been vice president and treasurer and 
succeeded Hulman as president. 
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Progress discussed 


Downtown 


Terre- Mea Vahh ment 
Inc. members discussed 
progress to date, considered 
some possible future moves and 
elected a new member at a 
Monday morning meeting on 
Indiana State University's 
campus. 

John Logan, chairman of the 
corporation's board, said the 
group discussed the status of 
the overall downtown improve- 
ment process including the 
demonstration project which is 
to have construction underway 
by the first of the year. 

The project involves land and 
streetscape changes for the 
area along Sixth Street from 
Ohio. to Cherry streets. A 
$347.000 Economic Develop- 
ment Administration grant and 
$110,000 chipped in by Terre 
Haute Improvement Ine. made 
the project possible. Further 
physical beautification is to 
come from that project. 

Logan and Duane Sorenson, 
executive director of the group, 
emphasized, however, that 
downtown beautification is not 
the only item being considered 
by the non-profit corporation. 

Logan said the group is in- 
vestigating the possibility of 
establishing a redevelopment 
district which could provide 
certain tax incentives for 
private investment in the down- 
town area. Also, a redevelop- 
ment district could apply for 
funds that could be used for the 
overall project. 


SA those things 
bain considered by the group 
is parking and signage in the 
business area and possibilities 
for the“ vacant Roots Store 
property. Sorenson said it is too 
early to detail the corporation's 
considerations, but different 
options are being discussed. 

“There is still great op- 
timism on the redevelopment 
project," Logan said. “It all 
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takes time and there are many' 
factors to consider.” 

The new member greeted by 
the group Monday morning is, 
Joe Cloutier, recently named 
president of the Indianapolis 
Speedway. Cloutier, who had 
served as speedway vice presi- 
dent and treasurer, was 
selected as the raceway’s top 
man after the late Anto 
“Tony” Hulman's death. 
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Citizens of Terre Haute will have one 
more chance to comment and make 
suggestions for the demonstration 
project for downtown improvement 
Thursday, Nov. 17, when the specific 
design plan for the initial project will be 
on display in the Hulman Conference 
Center lobby at Sixth and Cherry 
Streets, 

Prof. Duane Sorensen, executive di- 
rector for Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc., sald Monday the "design 
“intent” plan will be on y from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. in the lobby and members 
of the staff of the Center for Economic 
Development, of which he is director, 
will be on hand to talk with all interested 
individuals about the plan and seek input 
from the community as to further sug- 
gestions. 

“The plan will be implemented as it 
stands, unless this public display of the 
design produces suggestions for changes 
which would be useful.” Sorensen ex- 
plained. “We envision it as one-to-one 
conversation about the demonstration 
project itself and as it relates to the 
entire downtown improvement develop- 
ment." 

The demonstration project will in- 
volve the area north from Ohio Street 
along Sixth Street to the north side of 
Cherry Street and has been designated 

as Phase I of the downtown improve- 
rnent project initiated in April by a 
group of concerned individuals seeking 
to revitalize downtown Terre Haute. 

Phase I will be primarily concerned 
with streetscape plans which have been 
developed by Landplus West, the Muncie 
landscape planning and architectural 
firm. The area was chosen because it is 
a middle of the road, interface with 
Indiana State University and the pro- 
posed renovation of the Conference Cen- 
ter, formerly the Deming Hotel, as for 
housing for the elderly, according to 
«Sorensen when he spoke last month at a 
public meeting for discussion of these 
„plans. 

The Economic Development Adminis- 
tration has approved a $347,000.00 feder- 
al grant fof the work and $110,000.00 has 
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been cóntributed by Terre Haute Civic 
Inprovement. 

Sorensen said he expected that plans 
would move on schedule with advertis- 
ing of bids for contracts on Dec. 1 or 
shortly thereafter. He anticipated that 
construction would begin Jan. 7 weather 
permiting. 
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Most of the facilities in the Con- 
ference Center have been closed and 
Sorensen expected the Center for Eco- 
nomic Development would be moved 
Nov. 18 or Nov. 21 to other quarters in 
Jamison Hall which he said would be 
“very satisfactory” in terms of parking 
and office space. 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Bids for the Sixth Street 
Project of Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement, Inc., will be 
opened "Mar. 10 in the Terre 
Haute Board of Works and Safe- 
ty Office in City Hall. 

The announcement followed 
the meeting Monday morning 
of the board of directors of 
Civic Improvement in 
Heritage Room at Indiana State 
University. 

Prof. Duane Sorensen, ex- 
ecutive director for Civic Im- 
provement and director of the 
Center for Economic Develop- 
ment at Indiana State Univer- 
sity, said persons interested in 
bidding may pick up plans for 
the Sixth Street Project at the 
Board of Works and Safety. 

The Sixth Street Improve- 
ment Project covers the area 
north on Sixth Street from Ohio 
Street to the north side of 
Cherry Street. Landplus West, 
Muncie landscape architectural 
and planning firm, designed the 
plans and the firm's estimate 
for the proposed plan was 


Vigo County Publle Library 


A 


eh 10 A 
A. id 
$370,606.00 plus planting, or a 
total of $437,921.00. 

Bids had been advertised last 
year, and when bids were 
opened last December, the low- 
est bid of $587,378.00 by Wabash 
Valley Asphalt Co., Terre 
Haute, was more than is avail- 
able for the project. 


A 90-day extension was re- 
quested from the Economic De- 


the velopment Administration in 


regard to its grant of $347,000.00 
for ths project. The Civic Im- 
provement group had con- 
tributed $110,000.00 for the 
work. Sorensen at a press con- 
ference Feb. 8 said the ex- 
tension had been approved and 
construction would begin April 
1 on the Sixth Street Project, a 
part of Phase 1 of the long- 
range plans under considera- 
tion by the not-for-profit Civic 
Improvement group for re- 
habilitation and revitalization 
of downtown Terre Haute for 
the betterment of the entire 
community. 

The group also appointed two 
committees to explore further 
details of the downtown 
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project. One committee will be 
headed by Dr. Richard Landini, 
president of the University, and 
will study further development 
of downtown Wabash Avenue, 
Sorensen said. Committee 
members are Forrest Sherer, 
J. Kenneth Moulton, Benjamin 
Cox, James Sullivan and Paul 
Pfister. 

The group also appointed 
Sorenssn, Dr. John A. Logan 
and Lucien Meis as a three- 
member committee to discuss 
with Hulman and Co. officials 
the plans for the old bus station 
and other buildings on the north 
side of Wabash Avenue between 
Eighth and Ninth Streets. 

Sorensen told the group work 
is being done with the Terre 
Haute Department of Re- 
development in an effort to 
obtain Department of Housing 

-and Urban Development 
monies for use in the work of 
the organization. He also said 
major funds are available from 
Equitable Life Assurance Co. 
for development in the state, 
but first a plan for capital 
facilities and capital develop- 
ment must be completed. 

The executive director re- 
ported that a traffic and trans- 
portation design survey will be 
temporarily halted until the 
snow is cleared and stores and 
other institutions can resume 
regular hours when the energy 
crisis ends. 

Sorensen also quoted Dr. 
Landini as emphasizing that the 
latter wanted to dispell rumors 
that the University wants 10 
close any portions of Fourth, , 
Fifth, Seventh, Eighth or Ninth 
Streets; future plans may pos- 
sibly call for requests of such 
action for Sixth Street and 
Chestnut Street on the campus, 
however. 
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‘Y’ intersection, motor hotel top list 
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Í "By COLLEEN SIMS 
“ Tribune Staff Writer 


Completion of an east-end “Y" intersection, 
streetscaping, construction of a downtown motor hotel 
and development of recreational potential have been 
listed as among priorities for the downtown area of 
Terre Haute. 

Duane Sorensen and Sandi Arnold, co-executive 
directors of Terre Haute Civic Impravement_Inc,, 
explained the development program, for the downtown 
area, as it now stands, during the noon Kiwanis meeting 
Thursday. 

Also, during the meeting, Sorensen reported bonding 
has been sold to finance the change-over of the old 
Deming Hotel to a senior citizen housing center. He 
said work on the project should begin soon. 

Sorensen said the work on the first phase of down- 
town development, the Sixth Street Demonstraton 
Project, is proceeding on schedule. 

“We view this as a regional problem as opposed to a 
downtown problem," Sorensen said. 

He pointed out their approach to downtown has not 
been one of retailing, but one of making the area 
“conducive to private capital.” 

The approach taken, according to Sorensen, is that 
retailing is “parsitic” — following the idea retailing 
business follows people and money, with the emphasis 
on getting those two into the downtown area first. 

Listed by Sorensen and Arnold as a top priority for 


Community AlaIrs Fite 


DO NO i Siri FLAN TE 


the area is the creation of a “Y" intersection between 
Eighth and Ninth streets, similar to the one on the west 
end of downtown at the government complex of City 
Hall and the Vigo County Courthouse. 

The executive directors said this would provide 
boundaries on both the west and east for the downtown 
work. Sorensen said most of the traffic driving on 
Wabash Avenue now is through-traffic, so business 
would not be affected. 

Streetscaping proposals “to change the perception” 
of downtown to “make it a pleasant place to be” call 
for work on the west-end “Y,” an urban plaza at 
Seventh Street and Wabash Avenue and a pedestrian 
linkage between downtown and the new Vigo County 
Public Library. 

Other priorities include building of a downtown 
motor hotel with ramp parking between Cherry and 
Ohio and Eighth and Ninth streets across from the 
Hulman Civic University Center. 


Sorensen said his office had talked with an official of 
Executive Inn who, although saying his particular 
business is not planning new hotels at this time, 
reported he felt the hotel should be successful in that 
location. 

Sorensen said meetings are planned with other hotel 
firms. 

The former Roots complex, Mid-West Floor Fashions 
and the Hallmark card shop building have been ac- 
quired by Indiana State University to be held for 
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possible future development, with suggestions given for 
office space or retailing boutiques. 

Another suggestion is to eliminate the bus traffic on 
Wabash Avenue by having the large buses drop off 
passengers on the first floor of the proposed hotel 
parking garage, with a mini-bus to make the run 
through through downtown. 

More proposals include office space at Third Street 
and Wabash Avenue across from the City Hall- 
Courthouse complex and development of the Terre 
Haute House into a senior citizen housing center when 
the Deming Hotel is completed. 

A major suggestion in the area of recreation is 
moving the Swope Art Gallery from 25 S. Seventh St. to 
the old Elks building in the 100 block of North Seventh 
Street presently owned by ISU. 

Sorensen said the proposal is to demolish the build- 
ings to the south to Cherry Street and to create a 
sculpture garden, with a new entrance off the garden. 
National Endowment of the Arts money could be 
available for such a project, according to Sorensen. 

Although he said that might be one of the first of all 
the proposed projects undertaken, in answer to a 
question from one of the club members, he acknowl- 
edged a problem with the move is the insurance rating 
on the older building. 

Sorensen said funding for some of the other programs 
might come from Urban Development Action Grant 
funding, for which local applications are being readied 
currently. X 


Vigo County Public Litrary 


Community Enters Sess ra 


f 


Community AHalre Me 


0 By GLADYS ae 
Star Staff Writer 

Perspectives on Terre Haute 
development presented 
Wednesday morning during a 
community progress briefing at 
the Howard Johnson Motel in- 
dicated a new pattern of coop- 
eration for the solving of com- 
munity problems has been 
evolving during the past sever- 
al months. 

Sponsored by the School of 
Business of Indiana State Uni- 
versity for all interested 
citizens, the program was de- 
signed to make participants 
aware of what various or- 
ganizations are doing for com- 
munity development and to 
challenge citizens to make 
Terre Haute a community in 
which "we can all take pride,” 
according to Dean Jack Goebel 
of the University s School of 
Businexs. 

In his presentation of the 
history and present progress of 
Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc., Prof. Duane 
Sorensen, its executive director 
and director of the Center for 
Economic Development at the 
Universithy, emphasized this 
cooperation in terms of the 
*““tremendous working rela- 
tionship with the University, 
business and private capital” 
for the program of Civic Im- 
provement. 

This group, organized last 
Spring by civic and business 
leaders as a non-profit or- 
ganization to revitalize down- 
town Terre Haute and thus ben- 
efit the entire area, developed a 
three-phase, long range plan of 
objectives . A part of Phase I 
will be the Sixth Street Im- 
provement project, bids for 
which are to be let Mar. 10. 

Sorensen also noted that the 
Ritter and Hudson properties 
on Wabash Avenue between 
Sixth and Seventh Streets have 
been given to the ISU Founda- 
tion to be used by Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement in its effort 


‘to assemble a parcel of land to 


'e controlled for development 
r open space, offices and 
rking. 

He also noted that the group 
“building on what's already | 
‘re’ and pointed out there 
+ no vacant churches in the 
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gregations, There are also 
about 20 to 24 “major capital 
investments” in the downtown 
jarea in new buildings and re- 
modeling and this “puts us 
ahead of : many communities of 
this size," Sorensen declared. 

He said that the re- 
furbrishing of the Deming Ho- 
tel and the Terre Haute House 
as housing for the elderly will 
thus maintain major structures 
in the downtown area which 
was called a “prime area for 
quality marketing and ser- 
vices.” For the first time in his 
10 years here, Sorensen em- 
phasized that he sees ‘‘coopera- 
tion of all segments which are 
working together and these peo- 
ple believe it's going to work." 

Larry Lidster, executive vice 
president of the Terre Haute 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
since last December, also em- 
phasized that during this period 
he had found great community 
cooperation in meeting the 
problems created by energy 
shortages and air pollution reg- 
ulations, for example. 

Lidster outlined specifics of 
the Chamber’s plans to find out 
what kind of program its 456 
members want. A question- 
naire sent to them resulted in a 
30 percent response, called 
“phenomenal” by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. ac- 
cording to Lidster. 

He said there will be two 
meetings, one at 7 a.m. and 
another at 7 p.m. on Mar. 14 for 
members, prospective mem- 
bers and governmental repre- 
sentatives, all of whom will be 
invited to discuss priorities and 
what the Chamber should be 
doing. Two representatives 
fron the U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce also will be present, 

The Chamber board will 
meet probably the first week in 
April, Lidster said further, to 
write a “working program" for 
the Chamber. He also added 
that the matter of dues and 
membership will be discussed 
during a meeting Saturday. 
Lidster cited the need for a 
reactivation of the Chamber's 
governmental affairs commit- 
tee as well as encouragement 
of tourism and convention plan- 
ing the community. He also 


yntown area, but rather added that the Chamber “has 
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not taken nearly an active 
enough role in downtown im- 
provement’ and hoped the 
Chamber would do so. 

Dr. Alan C. Rankin was 
spokesman for Leadership 
Terre Haute,regarding a pro- 
gram designed to define poten- 
tial leaders in a community 
who can come together to meet 
with existing leadership to un- 
derstand what the problems are 
and how these can be solved. 
Persons selected would attend 
regular programs and study 
groups over a period of several 
months; the prospective lead- 
ers would be drawn from vari- 
ous community groups. There 
are now at least 40 com- 
munities where the program 
has been established, including 
Evansville which has a very 
active organization, Dr. Rankin 
said. 

He explained that a 30-mem- 
ber steering committee has 
been meeting for the past year 
in Terre Haute, with a smaller 
task force committee now 
doing the “ground i is 
the larger com 
Rankin enphasized sA A 
group is not political, nor is it a 
“booster” or promotion group, 
or an advocate of any one in- 
terest. “ 

“It asks the question are 
institutions failing for lack of 
leadership and how can this be 
met,” Dr. Rankin said. 

The other panelist was Rob- 
ert W. Bishop, president of the 
Terre Haute Commmittee for 
Area Progress. He outlined the 
history of the committee, or- 
ganized 11 years ago to obtain 
the Tumpane property on North 
Fruitridge Avenue. The Com- 
mittee then decided other 
things needed to be done for 
improvement of the community. 
and continued its efforts. The 99 
members meet annually and 
the executive committee meets 
weekly. 

“Right now. we're involved 
in getting progress on county 
zoning, that is, a com- 
prehensive, long range plan for 
county and area land use,” 
Bishop said, He also added that 
there are “monstrous” ob- 
stacles for some groups trying | 
to work on community prob- 
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COMMUNITY PROGRESS BRIEFING —Dr. Alan C. Rankin, standing at podium, was one 
of the four panelists who discussed progress and challenge in Terre Haute Wednesday 
morning at the Howard Johnson Motel. Other speakers at the session, sponsored by the 
Indiana State University School of Business, were, left to right, Robert W. Bishop, president 
of the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce: Prof. Duane Sorensen, executive director 
of Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc., and Dr. Harry F. Krueckeberg, director of the 
University’s Bureau of Business Research who moderated the panel. The other panelist was 
Larry Lidster, executive vice president of tne Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Dr. Rankin was spokesman for Leadership Terre Haute. (Star Photo: Kadel) 


Downtown office to open. 
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An office will be opened by Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
Inc. Monday in the Terre Haute First National Bank branch, 511 
Wabash Ave., according to John A. Logan, board chairman of 
the organization. 

Logan said Tuesday the proposal submitted by Arthur 
Rubloff Co. of Chicago to serve as real estate developers for 
downtown improvement in Terre Haute has been reviewed, 

The executive committee was not satisfied with the proposal, 
Logan noted, and will try to work out a compromise in the form 
of a counter-proposal. 

Logan pointed out the Terre Haute Civic Improvement office 
has been provided through the courtesy of the Terre Haute 
First National Bank and will be open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
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on city project 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 

Tribune Staff Writer 
A community planning consultantis in 
Terre Haute this week to attend meet- 
ings he said are aimed at broadening 
involvement in downtown improvement. 
Jim Burns, a San Francisco consul- 
tant, said he will meet with persons 
affected by the downtown to work 


toward determining problems and who . 


will solve the problems. He has been 
hired by Terre Ha 
ment. Inc. - 


People must “join in the responsi- 


bility and we'll come up with something 
together,” Burns said. Along with pro- 
viding information, persons involved in 
the downtown area must help solve 
problems, he added. 

In this week’s meetings, an effort will 
be made to work toward an agreement 
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on how pieces of the downtown should be 
put together, Burns said. What is done in 
one afea can affect another site, he 
explained. 

Burns said groups sharing in down- 
town activities include businesses, 
neighboring properties, city government 
and persons who use the downtown. 

A review will be made later this week 
of what is learned at the meetings so 
that information can be used to ‘‘en- 
rich” future downtown AGO CIR 
efforts, Burns said. 

Burns also will be consulting with the 
Terre Haute Housing Authority, the 
Terre Haute Department of Redevelop- 
ment and Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc. 

The consultant worked on preliminary 
planning 18 months ago for Civic Im- 
provement. 
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Downtown development meet t tonight" 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Specific plans for the development of 
downtown Terre Haute are on the agen- 
da Wednesday night, as local property 
owners and businessmen meet with 
Tage Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., in 
putting the pieces together Work- 
shop” led by development oa 
Jim Burns of San Francisco. 

Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of | 
Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., em- 
phasized at a briefing session Wednes- 
day morning that this is part of the 
continuing process of downtown de- 
velopment, which currently includes the 
Sixth Street Demonstration Project 
which is nearing completion, the re- 
habilitation of the former Deming Hotel 
which is now under way and the acquisi- 
tion by Indiana State University and the 
ISU Foundation of the former Root Store 
and its pending demolition. 

Burns was here about 18 months ago 
when the revitalization of downtown 
gained momentum, and is back to re- 
assess progress and help implement 
future planning. 

Results of the Wednesday 7:30 
p.m.session will determine decisions on 
implementation Thursday night, Burns 
said. Another evening session will be 
scheduled Friday if necessary, he 
added. 

Background information was pres- 
ented Wednesday morning by Logan, 
Duane Sorensen, Sandy Arnold, Kirby 
Smith and Harold Baker III to about 50 
interested persons. 

The group stressed that ‘‘we want all 
businesses to stay in the downtown 
area,” though they admitted some 
might be inconvenienced during the de- 
velopment program. 

A return to downtown shopping was 
predicted because of congestion south of 
the city Sorensen stressed that ‘‘we’ve 
been trying to touch base simultane- 
ously with all elements — cultural, 
professional, financial, retailing — that 
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Smith gave a detailed explahation of 
local efforts to obtain a $4.3 million 
Urban Development Action Grant 
(UDAG) to aid in downtown improve- 
ment. The three components of the 
application include housing surrounding 
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Plat, des a lv motor hotel and 


development along Wabash Avenue be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh streets. 

UDAG grants reguire matching funds 
from private investors, Smith said, and 
provide a “layer of subsidy” to assist 
private capital. 
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The primary question raised during a 
workshop discussing plans for a $51 
million Terre Haute redevelopment 
project Wednesday night was why cur- 
rent downtown business people were 
kept in the dark. 

The answer from Kirby Smith, ex- 
ecutive director of Terre Haute Housing 
Authority and Urban Development Ac- 
tion Program of Terre Haute, was that 
“there have been no secrets.” 

The workshop, conducted at the Terre 
Haute House, was arranged by Terre 
Haute Improvement Inc., however, 
neither John A. Logan, chairman of the 
board of the group, nor Dr. Duane 
Sorensen, executive director of the or- 
ganization, attended. Sorensen did ar- 
rive after the meeting had broken up and 
he spoke with businessmen. 

Jim Burns, a San Francisco planning 
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Šonstltáni for dat Haute Improfess 
ment Inc. chaired the meeting “and 
recorded comments from business peo- 


ple. 

Smith fielded questions from repre- 
sentatives who all said they were never 
directly contacted about the project. 

All have businesses between Sixth and 
Seventh streets and Ohio Street and 
Wabash Avenue — where a portion of the 
downtown improvement project is 
targeted. 

An application for Urban Develop- 
ment Action Grant money totaling $4.3 
million has been submitted to West 
Central Indiana Economic Development 


„District. 


Under the proposal, $45,897,000 in 
private investment from banks, savings 
and loan institutions, private de- 
velopers, non-profit organizations, 
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question 
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44. A businessu and other sources 
would be added to the grant to fund the 
total project. 

The total project includes more than 
the downtown. 

Along with construction of approx- 
imately 95,000 square feet of new retail 
facilities, 65,000 square feet of office 
facilities, a 300-car parking facility and 
construction of a 250-room hotel, the 
application calls for rehabilitation of 633 
dwelling units surrounding the central 
business district. 

The tone of the meeting was set early 
when Bob Kadel, owner of Kadel’s Holi- 
day Shoppe, remarked, “I want to know 
why this whole project has been kept a 
secret. No one seems to know what will 
happen to the existing businesses on 
Wabash Avenue between Sixth and Sev- 
enth streets,” 


Smith said basic information about 
the project has been available and pres- 
ented by the news media. 

However, Smith said negotiations 
with potential investors were kept be- 
hind the scenes because announcement 
of those details before commitments 
were made could jeopardize the project. 

Smith also told the group that a 
meeting was set up with media repre- 
sentatives asking their cooperation 
along that line. He said the media 
re to cooperate and they have done 


smith also noted three investors have 
committed themselves to the project, 
but several others still have not. He said 
the three that have committed them- 
selves are Terre Haute First National 
Bank, Merchants National Bank and 
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In addition, Smith said it was his 
understanding that the business people 
had been contacted by a Terre Haute 
Improvement Inc. member about wheth- 
er they would want to stay in the 
downtown area. 


However, none in attendance in- 
dicated they were contacted. 


Herm Rassel, owner of a men's 
clothing shop at its present location for 
more than 45 years, was concerned 
about the communication too. 

"Where am I supposed to go?” he 
asked. “I am willing to make some 
changes to coordinate with downtown 
development, but we need to know 
what's going on now." 

Though concerned about the com- 
munication problem, Kadel, Rassel and 
the other businessmen indicated strong 


approval of the downtown improvement 
project. Ň 

“Um not here to fight you,” Chuck 
Galloway, owner of Galloway Photo, 
said several times. “I moved downtown 
last year and I want to stay another 40 
years if I can.” £ 


Smith asked each business represent- 


ative what his or her plans were — dọ 


they want to stay downtown, relocate to 
another building, stay in the same build- 
ing, do remodeling of their present 
facility etc. 


Input from the meeting is to be put 
together with comments received at 
another workshop scheduled for Thurs- 
day at 7:30 p.m., also at Terre Haute 
House. 


A third workshop could be scheduled 
for Friday, depending on the need. 


Third Worksho 
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Pee at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the 

Butterfly Room of the Terre 
A third workshop and dis- Haute House, according to Dr. 

cussion session on issues in the John A. Logan, Civic Improve- 

proposed Terre Haute Civic Im- ment chairman. 

provement project will take 


By GLADYS i fa 
Star Staff Writer 


Community Affalrs File 


He said the workshop will be 
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conducted by Jim Burns, con- 
sultant from San Francisco, 
who arrived in Terre Haute 
Monday to work with the civic 
group and business represent- 
atives on plans and alternatives 
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for rehabilitation of the down- 
town core and peripheral area. 

Similar meetings Wednesday 
morning and Thursday night 
attended by merchants and oth- 
er business men resulted in 
reports of the status of the 
grant application for $4.3 mil- 
lion in federal Urban Develop- 
ment Action Grant (UDAG) 
funds. This grant, according to 
the application, would provide 
some of the investment neces- 
sary for the longrange plan 
calling for $51,036,000 in total 
funds. Of this total $800,000 is 
projected from the State High- 
way Commission, and 
$45,897,00 projected from the 
private sector. 

Logan said Thursday Burns 
has been meeting with various 
financial and business leaders 
and will meet at 3 p.m. Friday 
with Mayor William Brighton. 

Sid Levin, Terre Haute civic 
leader and businessman, when 
asked Thursday for comment, 


pointed out “after many sur-“ 


veys and attempts to do some- 
thing about Terre Haute, Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement does 
seem to be getting something 
done. Since we've lost many 
businesses (in the downtown 
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area), John Q. Public is realiz- 
ing that he would like to come 
back downtown.” 

Levin added he hoped pian- 
ners ‘‘will pave the way for free 
or budget parking" and he com- 
mended the proposed plans for 
rehabilitation of the 633 dwell- 
ings around the downtown core 
area. 

Logan also said Thursday 


First National Bank of Terre ` 


Haute, Merchants National 
Bank and the Meis of Terre 
Haute have made ‘tentative 
commitments” to participate 
in the project which ““might be 
financial or through a lease 
arrangement.” If the UDAG 
grant is approved, Logan 
added, “specific negotiations 
for participation will proceed." 


opinions 


The downtown 
situation A 


For years The Spectator has supported 
efforts to renew, invigorate, restore and/or 
improve the downtown core. Unfortunately, 
internal dissension, lack of foresight, ab- 
sentee landlords and a host of other prob- 
lems have made the goal difficult to reach. 

A year and a half ago the most promising 
effort yet was launched when a number of 
local businessmen, supported by local 
government and by Indiana State Univer- 
sity, banded together with the best ap- 
proach yet. 

Now, the shape of the future is beginning 
to emerge. On the whole, we believe the 
plan, as much as it can be said to exist, is 
good. 

A combination of private and public 
capital is almost always necessary these 
days to accomplish projects of such 
magnitude. The public funding is used, 
rightly we think, to encourage private in- 
vestment and consequently private profit. 

The three-pronged approach of 
redevelopment of a financial/mercantile 
district, a downtown hotel, and redevelop- 
ment of existing housing near the down- 
town core strikes us as a good one. 

However, there are two major drawbacks 
which we see to the plan, neither of which 
should be viewed as fatal. 

In fact, the first may be on its way to 
being solved. The original plan of a 
“superblock” from Sixth to Seventh streets, 
from Wabash to Ohio, was too reminiscent 
of the bulldozer approach of urban renewal 
of the 1950s and 60s. Terre Haute is familiar 
with that approach and its success is some- 
what cebatable. Most experts on com- 
munity planning today believe adaptive 
reuse of existing structures makes more 
sense. 

We are not arguing against the tearing 
down of unsound or uneconomical build- 
ings. Apparently, the Root's block falls into 
such a category. Whether everything in the 
"superblock" area does is still in question. 

To the credit of Kirby Smith and Harold 
Baker of the Housing Authority, concerns 
voiced by small downtown merchants have 
been taken into account and a revised ap- 
plication for Federal funding has been sub- 
mitted after a series of meetings with con- 
cerned merchants two weeks ago. 

The other major drawback is what, in our 
view, has been unnecessary secrecy during 
the planning process. That secrecy has fed 
the suspicion and mistrust which has 
plagued every effort to help the downtown 
core for a generation. 

When Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
was formed 18 months ago, there was a 
good deal of openness and participation at 
all levels. That openness has not existed for 
some time since. Some of the secrecy is for 
good reason. Delicate negotiations, per- 
suasion and timing were no doubt impor- 
tant. 
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“I hope there's enough left of me to run next year.” 


But since Federal funding was--and still 
is--involved, public participation is not only 
the spirit, but the letter of the law. While 
there has been such participation in the last 
two weeks, before that point it was limited 
to a small group of major interest groups, a 
move we believe to be unwise in a com- 
munity where remonstrance and injunc- 
tions are an unfortunate fact of life. 

Those in charge of the project sought 
and received cooperation of the news 
media in withholding revelation of details of 
the plans to protect delicate negotiations 
and to give sufficient time for all downtown 
owners and tenants to be informed of their 
status, their future, and their opinions. 

The latter task was not performed until 
the recent workshops. 


We do not attempt here to place blame or 
to impugn motives. lt no doubt has been a 
difficult project to put together. We believe 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, the partici- 
pating bankers and merchants and the 
government leaders are generally on the 
right track. 

However, they should not take necessary 
public support for granted. Let's avoid the 
mistakes of the past. We cannot--and 
should not--make major decisions like this 
without participation by the public and the 
greatest possible openness at all levels of 
decision making. 

it just won't work in Terre Haute any- 
more, and this project is too important for 
our community's future to be jeopardized 
by the fears of a few. 


Žo IIA SS INIA EC 


Demoliti ion begins, 
ts comp 
on Roó comp 
NOV 1 4 197 

Demolition work on the hi of 
the Root complex on Wabash Avenue 
is under way, according to reports 
from Haley Brothers Construction 
Corp., contracted for the work by 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. 

The actual outside demolitioh of 
the buildings is expected to be started 
yet this winter. 

In another Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc. effort, an update on 
the progress of the $4.3 million Urban 
Development Action Grant (UDAG) 
application is to be given to members 
of the board at an 8 a.m. meeting 
Friday at the Saratoga Cafe. 

Other topics on the agenda for the 
meeting, according to a news release, 
include a tax bill, abstract bills, the 
role of the Downtown Businessmen's 
Association, progress on the Sixth 
Street Demonstration Project, ap- 
pointment of an architectural com- 
mission and the contract with Haley 
Brothers. 

Also, members are to discuss add- 
ing members to the board and to the 
architectural commission of the 
group, John A. Logan, board chair- 
man, said. He said Robert D. 
Kinsman, director of the Sheldon 
Swope Art Gallery, and Jack Stewart, 
chairman of the art department at 
Indiana State University, have 
agreed to serve as new members. 

In the Root complex demolition, 
Jim Haley at Haley Brothers said the 
alley between Sixth and 6% streets is 
to be closed during the exterior demo- 
lition work. 

The exact timetable for the demoli- 
tion is not known yet, since the Ohio 
Street facility is yet to be vacated, he 
said. Some estimates for that build- 
ing have been set at Dec. 1, with the 
Wabash Avenue work in January. 

The Indiana State University Foun- 
dation currently is holding the Root 
complex properties at the request of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. 
for possible future development. 


Community Affalrs Fite 


FERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


RE 


ď iUdDiie Library 


Vivo ( 
50 County + 


¿Community Ala: File 


Downtown street opened 


4 Jaa 

A brief ceremony was to be con- 
ducted Wednesday marking the com- 
pletion of the Sixth Street Demonstra- 
tion Project between Wabash Avenue 
and Cherry Street. 

Terre Haute Mayor William J. 
Brighton was to cut a ribbon after a 
presentation of the colors by the 
Lawton-Byrom Post, VFW, color 
guard. 

Also expected to be in attendance 
were Dr. John Logan, chairman of 
the board of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc.; Sid Levin, a past 
president of the Downtown Business 
Association; Dr. Duane Sorensen, ex- 
ecutive director of Terre Haute Civic 


T AE Ea A Sandi Arnold, his 
assistant at Indiana State 
University’s Center for Economic 
Development; Dr. Richard Landini, 
ISU president; and Kenneth Thomas, 
Terre Haute City Council president. 

The Sixth Street Project is con- 
sidered the first phase of a downtown 
Terre Haute improvement plan. 

Construction on the project began 
in April. It includes trees, shrubs, 
benches and brick surfaces on the 
street and sidewalks. 

Some shrubbery work is yet to be 
completed, according to a spokes- 
woman in the mayor's office, 
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Ceremon 


NOV 21 1978 

The Sixth aie Demonstration 
Project has been completed and a 
ceremony marking the end of the 
downtown improvement project is to 
be conducted at 12:30 p.m. Wednes- 
„day. 

Dr. John Logan, chairman of the 
board of Terre Haute Improvement 
Inc., announced completion of the 
project and he is to preside over the 
ceremonies Wednesday. 

The Sixth Street Project involves 
North Sixth Street from Wabash Ave- 
nue to Cherry Street. The street in 
that area has been completely redone 
with bricks for an attractive look, 
ramps for the handicapped, numerous 
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benches and trees that are placed 
along the sidewalks and next to build- 
ings. 

A whole host of dignataries are 
expected to be on hand for the cere- 
mony. 

The Sixth Street Project is just 
Phase I to the overall downtown 
revitalization plan conceived by 
Terre Haute Improvement Inc. 

A Urban Development Action 
Grant application is in the hands of 
Housing and Urban Development of- 
ficials right now that would pump $4.3 
million in federal funds and up to $40 
million in private investment in pres- 
ervation of Terre Haute's downtown 
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core and residential area surrounding 
it. 

Wednesday s opening of Sixth 
Street brings an end to a long process 
which began in September 1977 when 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Economic Development Robert T. 
Hall announced approval of the 
$347;000 grant in federal funds which 
would be used for the project. 

Dr. Duane Sorenson, executive di- 
rector for Terre Haute Improvement 
Ine. announced at that time that, 
“Everything is ready to go." 
Sorenson said he hoped bids for the 
work could be advertised by Decem- 
ber 1977 and Phase I could be com- 
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y marks end of Sixth 


pleted by spring or summer. 

A meeting was conducted Wednes- 
day, Oct. 12, 1977, in the Old Deming 
Hotel to allow comments about the 
downtown project and Stan Geda, 
senior principal of the landscape 
planning and architectural firm 
Landplus West attended. 

Then a display was set up for public 
perusal Nov. 17 for area residents to 
get a model view of what was to 
happen to Sixth Street. Sorenson said 
the community gave an “enthusiastic 
response.“ 

Jt was then announced that bids for 
the project would be received on Dec. 


re Terre Haute’ s Public- Works sandy 


Safey Board ‘advertised for the | bids... 

The project hit a snag when bids 
came in higher than the group had 
available to spend. 

City Engineer Jim Burdick an- 
nounced a 90-day extension was re- 
quested from the Economic Develop- 
ment Administration for the start of 
construction of the project because 
the project would have to be rebid. 

Sorenson said the delay ‘‘may be 
advantageous” because “it might 
have been impossible to complete the 
project during the winter months 
anyway.” 

After the delay, the improvement 
group announced bids were to be 
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awarded in March and construction 
could start on April 1. 

Awarded the contract for general 
construction was Progressive Con- 
struction and Engineering Co., 118 S. 
10% St. The firm received the con- 
¡tract for its base bid without land- 
iscaping of $284,212. 

Groundbreaking ceremonies were 
| conducted on Monday, April 3, 1978, 
[and Logan said, “I'm very pleased 
¡that we're finally getting something 
done that is physical and can be 
shown." 

Construction then ensued through 
the spring and summer and has been 
completed this month. 
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Proposed objectives for downtown - 
revitalization were presented Thurs- 
day morning at a publie hearing 
conducted by Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc. 

Dr. John Logan, chairman.of THCI, 
presented the revised objectives at 
the hearing which was attended by 
about 50 people at the Holiday. Inn. 

Any efforts made toward. re 
vitalization should reflect, the 
heritage of Terre Haute, Logan said. 

Other persons speaking. on topics 


related to the downtown included . 


"Landplus. West,“ 


James Wines, architect A sculpture 
from New York City; Wiliam 
Pickett, chairman of tehe local 
architectural commission; Bill 
Schaller, chairman of the local park- 
ing .commission; and Stan Geda of 
the Muncie firm 
which designed the Sixth Street dem: 
onstration_ project... 


Logan pointed out the objectives “ 


presented Thursday are in draft form 
only and subject to modification as 
downtown efforts move along. . 
“The key factor in the redevelop- 
ment should be new banking facil- 
ities” and other commercial estab-,: 
lishments, agen said. . 
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Other proposed objectives included 
receiving recomendations from the 
architectural commission on what 
downtown buildings should be re- 
modeled -ebta ent of a parking 
authority; uniform store hours; and 
further development of entrances to 
Indiana State University from Third, 
Sixth and Seventh streets. 

Also, developing a new plan for 
downtown housing; reaching an 
agreement as to the future of the 
Terre Haute House; working for uni- 
formity in remodeling; establishment 
of a clean-up program: continued 
efforts to obtain Urban Development 
Action Grant: and a water front park 


In working on downtown plans; the 
heritage of Terre Haute should be 
reflected, Logan said: “Terre Haute 
should not pasturize its past." , > 

Wines. emphasized that idea in his 
talk on revitalization concepts. 

“If Terre Haute is going to achieve 
the identity it needs to bring people 
downtown, the identity has to go 
beyond the normal," Wines said. “It 
has to have an identity you probably 
don't even expect at the moment.” 

If a community is going to gain 
revitalization in its downtown, it 
must create an attraction that cap- 
tures peoples” imaginations, Wines 
stated. 

In discussing the Sixth Street 
project, Geda said the pavement in 
the circle at the irtersection of Sixth 
Street and Wabash Avenue will be 
replaced this spring. 

Rough pavement at that intersec- 
tion has been cited since it was 
completed last fall. 
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Ben el goals proposed 
for candidates to endorse 


Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. has pro- 
posed a list of downtown objectives it wants 
mayoral and city council candidates to endorse in 
the upcoming fall elections, according to an an- 
nouncement made at a public meeting Wednesday. 

Also at that meeting reports were issued on 
financial incentives available for downtown de- 
velopment, previous plans proposed for downtown 
and different programs avaialble to help in preser- 
vation of buildings. 

The objectives proposed for candidate endorse- 
ment were: support of a realistic tax assessment 
for the central business district, initiation of 
regular clean-up of streets a the central district; 
cooperation ia VÁ S University in cam- 
pus redevelop pidis; support for re- 
vitalization grants. 

Also, consideration of a parking authority to 
resovlve downtown parking problems, develop- 
ment of Fairbanks Park as an assest to the 
downtwown area; and a pledge of support to the 
revitalization of downtown and a recognition of its 
importance to the future vitality of the city. 

In other meeting activity, THCI's Architectural 
Commission announced recognition of a number of 
different property owners who have demonstrated 
a committment to the downtown. 

The report on financial incentives available to 
the downtown was presented by Kirby Smith, 
executive director of the Terre Haute Housing 
Authority. Harold Baker, also of the Housing 
Authority, presented a report on previous plans 
proposed for the downtown. 

Reid Williamson of Historic Landmarks pres- 
ented a review of programs avaiable for helping 
preserve the historical authenticity of a building 
agd patin look in an area. 
™ MAY 9 
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Like vthe coming Bf spring growth, op- 
timistic talk about the future of downtown 
Terre Haute is beginning to sprout again. 

Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., an- 
nounced its revised objectives last week at 
a public meeting, and it appears as if some 
real progress is being made, especially in 
attitude. 

Dr. John Logan, who is heading up the 
effort to rescue the dying core of the com- 
munity, emphasized the need for com- 
munity-wide participation in the planning of 
the future of downtown. 

Revised objectives have more of an 
emphasis on preserving the architecturally 
notable and useful buildings, as well as 
spurring new construction. 

Cooperation between Indiana State 
University and Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment has been excellent and is a vital in- 
gredient to a successful downtown. 

The much maligned Sixth Street Project 
should be given more of a chance than it 
has received. As the first part of an attrac- 
tive link between the campus and down- 
town, it could very well serve as an inviting 
pedestrian corridor, especially when Dem- 
ing Center is completed and when further 
planned development occurs at Sixth and 
Wabash. 

It may not be perfect, but it is an improve- 
ment. Continuing plans by the Terre Haute 
First National Bank to build a new banking 
office and retail facility on the former Roots 
site will be an important addition to a new 
downtown. 

Both Jim Burns and James Wines, con- 
sultants to the downtown association, have 
noted that Terre Haute should build on its 
vibrant heritage, not ignore it. 

Terre Haute does have a bustling and 
bawdy history. We should be far enough 
removed from the "sin city” syndrome that 
we can now smile about it and perhaps 
build on our heritage. | 

It is time for imagination and initiative in 
Terre Haute. At a time when the city is in the 
national and state sports light, let's bring 
this newfound enthusiasm to bear on some 
of the longer-tasting problems and oppor- 
tunities of our community. 
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Special recognition for/| oňtribu- 

| tions to the revitalization of down- 

town Terre Haute was accorded Indi- 
ana State University during a recent 
meeting of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement, Inc. (THCI). — 

The organization’s architectural 
commission praised ISU for its 
architectural contributions to the 
skyline of Terre Haute and for its 
environmental contribution to the 
area through careful attention to 
landscape improvement. 

Addressing ISU President Dr. 
Richard G. Landini, Dr. John A. 
Logan, THCI executive director said, 
“Yours has been one of the signifi- 
cant contributions towards main- 


. 
taining the life of our central city. We 
hope we will be able to build on the 
past in order to insure that the future 
downtown area is both viable and 
attractive.” t 

He cited ISU’s concern, focused in 
the “now famous” annual Donaghy 
Day campus cleanup conducted by 
students and faculty in the spring. 
“Perhaps this collective spirit may 
spread to the entire city and be 
expressed by all citizens in a coopera- 
tive improvement of our urban en- 
vironment'” he said. 

“We are very gratified by the 
citation by Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement and its recognition of our 
attempts,” said Dr. Landini. “It is 
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19>, 
indeed pleasing to be working hand ir 
hand with business, cultural and civic 
organizations on the improvement of 
the total community,” he added. 

“We are making some advances,” 
said Landini, noting the recent beau- 
tification project on N. Third St. 
between Mulberry and Eagle and at 
the new Theatre Building on N. Sev- 
enth St., where landscape work also 
is in progress. 

Discussing the remodeling of build- 
ings on campus and the removal of 
old buildings in the downtown area, 

Dr. Landini said, “I am sensitive, 
as are most citizens, to the tem- 
porary disruptions. We must all be 
patient since the work is all part of 
the total design. When it is finished I 
believe every citizen will have reason 
to be pleased and have greater pride 
in the city's appearance.” 
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still under discussion: 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Demolition of more downtown 
buildings is only in the discussion 
stage and nothing final has been 
decided about such work, according 
to John Logan chairman of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement Inc. 
Reports were circulating last week 
that some additional structures on 
the south side of Wabash Avenue 
between Sixth and 6% streets would 
be demolished on or before Aug. 15. 
Those structures included buildings 
that house the Libson Shop, the Root 
Beauty Shop and the former Poise n' 
Ivy Shop. Also remaining on that 
stretch of street is the former main 
building of the Root Store, a structure 
already scheduled for demolition. 
Logan explained that demolition of 
all buildings in that block. except for 
a church and a weekly news magazine 
structure, is an objective of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement. He 
pointed out that any final decision on 
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demolition would be up to the proper- 
ty owners involved and that “as a 
non-profit organization (TMCI) we 
simply have to try to use per- 
suasion.“ 

Although no final decision has been 
„made, the matter is under negotiation 
with various parties involved with the 
properties, according to Logan. 

Until the outcome of the nego- 
tiations is known, demolition has 
been temporarily halted on the 
former Root Store building. Logan 
said. If a decision is made to demolish 
the clothing store and the beauty shop 


buildings, it would be easier to take | 


them down in “one shot” with the 
adjacent Root structure. he ex- 
plained. 

When the demolition does resume 
on the Root building. all proper re- 
quirements will be met to deal with 
the possibility of spreading a flu-like 
disease coming from the pigeon drop- 
pings on the building, Logan said. 

Health officials have suggested the 
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building be drenched with water at 
the time of demolition to prevent 
spreading of spores that carry the 
disease known histoplasmosis. Haley 
Construction Co. is doing that demoli- 
tion work, but The TRIBUNE was 
unable to contact a representative of 
that business for comment, 

Logan said demolition of all build- 
ings along the south side of Wabash 
between Sixth and 6% streets would 
make that stretch of land more at- 
tractive to potential investors be- 
cause the corners would be clear. 
Some buildings in that area already 
have been torn down, leaving struc- 
tures at the corners of Sixth Street 
and Wabash Avenue and at 6% Street 
and Wabash Avenue. 

In other THCI news, Logan said the 
group's executive committee would 
meet soon to discuss cooperating with 
the city administration in applying 
for another Urban Development Ac- 
tion Grant to aid in revitalization of 
the city's core. 
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motel indicated such a facility 
“would go in Terre Haute," accord- 
ing to Dr. John A. Logan, executive 
director of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement, Inc., who adddressed a 
recent meeting of the Kiwanis Club. 

Logan outlined the history and 
purposes of his organization and re- 
iterated his statements that 
downtown Terre Haute can be madea 
“viable downtown where people will 
want to come, shop and live” and at 
the same time be “economically 
justified.” 

He said the Small Business Ad- 
ministration is ‘‘pouring money into 
Urban Devefopment Action Grants 
and block grants” to aid downtown 
rehabilitation throughout the United 
States, and he stated further the 
Metropolitan and Prudential firms 
are interested also in Terre Haute. 

“We are still waiting for private 
investment,” he continued. “And 
there are a number of business 
women interested in boutiques and 
restaurants in downtown Terre 
Haute.” 

He estimated about half of 
downtown is unoccupied because of 
the lack of use for the upper stories of 
some of the buildings. He indicated 
there are plans for making these into 
apartments as well as for a municipal 
park but emphasized private invest- 
ment is needed in addition to the 
federal funding of the UDAG grant 
which the city has received. " 

Logan emphasized the importance 


of the ol area as the major 
tax source for the city as well as the 
paramount value of Indiana State 
University. He said it will face com- 
petition for enrollments and Presi- 
dent Richard Landini therefore 
“needs an attractive environment to 
attract students.” The university 
campus, Logan noted, is being made 
more attractive and hopefully, 
downtown will follow the plan. 

He stated it is “much more attrac- 
tive to build now in downtown Terre 
Haute. 
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of group's scope . 


topic at session 
The possible sión ae 128 EA 


of Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
Inc. to include areas beyond 
downtown was the subject of dis- 
cussion this morning during an ex- 
ecutive committee meeting of the 
organization. 

John Logan-offered his resignation 
as THCI executive director because, 
he said, much of the work of THCI 
regarding its downtown objectives 
has been completed and is now the 
responsibility of Mayor Pete Chalos' 
office. 

Nevertheless, committee members 
in attendance, including Chalos, 
urged Logan to stay on as director, 
noting the organization will continue 
operating actively and possibly ex- 
pand to involve other areas of the 
city. 

Logan agreed to remain. 

It was also decided to move the 
offices of the organization from its 
present location at 643 Wabash Ave. 
to Merchants National Bank, 701 
Wabash Ave., effective Dec. 31, ac- 
cording to Logan. 

Other business saw the committee 
approve an application for a $25,000 
Historic Landmark Foundation of In- 
diana grant to rehabilitate the Pre- 
ston Home, 13% and Poplar streets, 
and endorse the city"s application for 
a grant that will rehabilitate 
Fairbanks Park. 

Those in attendance at this 
morning s meeting included commit- 
tee members Lucien Meis, Paul 
Pfister, Myrt Wilkerson, Robert 
Boyer and Richard Landini. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Terre Haute has been asked by 
federal officials to pay back about 


$105,000 in federal funds which were... 


used locally in community develop- 
ment programs. 

The request for reimbursement is 
outlined in a 48-page report from the 
federal Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). 

Mayor Pete Chalos and Marc El- 
liott, executive director of the city’s 
redevelopment department, were ex- 
pected to discuss the report during a 
news conference at 1:30 p.m. today. 

HUD conducted a monitoring re- 
view in December of Terre Haute’s 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and Urban Develop- 
ment Action Grant (UDAG) pro- 
grams. The results of that review, 
including suggestions for correction 
of cited problems, were released this 
week and the city has until April 19 to 
respond to the HUD report. 

Although the redevelopment de- 
partment has ultimate responsibility 
for the local administration of the 
CDBG and UDAG programs, some 
work was contracted to the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority. 

Actions by both agencies are dis- 
cussed in the HUD report. 

HUD has determined that costs 
totalling $105,128.97, were not eligible 
costs. The city is liable for repay- 
ment. 

The total figure includes ques- 
tioned costs of: 

—$92,262.97 for rehabilitation work, 
which HUD termed inconsistent with 
the approved application and grant 
agreement procedure; 

—$5,915 for a retroactive subsidy 
for a loan approved prior to approval 
of the UDAG; 

—$6,951 for multi -family re- 
habilitation which HUD said were 
seemingly not owner- or renter-oc- 
cupied, as they should have been, at 
the time of the agreement. 


HUD has determined 


that costs 


totalling 


$105,128.97, were 


not eligible costs. 


Although HUD has determined the 
above costs ineligible, city officials 
will have the opportunity to respond. 
For example, HUD officials said the 
city could possibly submit documen- 
tation to justify all or part of the 
about $105,000 and all the money 
would not have to be repaid. But HUD 
officials also indicated they were 
firm about their findings. 

The HUD report cited as its prima- 
ry concern: management and ad- 
mininstration of all rehabilitation 
programs. The majority of the con- 
cerns are focused into the UDAG 
program, according to Henry Levan- 
dowski, director of HUD’S communi- 
ty planning and development division. 

He described the UDAG program 
as an economic development pro- 
gram which is competitive. When 
UDAG funds are used, a ratio of 
private dollars are also included. 

The city has had at its disposal $1 
million in UDAG funds. According to 
the HUD report the city has com- 
mitted $895,264.70 of that amount. The 
grant agreement requires that the 
program be completed — and the 
funds committed — by January 1982. 

A second UDAG grant, called 
UDAG II, is for about $1.2 million and 
the city has not yet committed any of 
the funds from this grant, according 
to the HUD report. 

HUD indicated that the city had 
inappropriately intended to not im- 
plement UDAG II until UDAG I funds 
were exhausted. UDAG I is a grant 
subsidy program and UDAG Il is a 
loan subsidy program. 

The UDAG II grant agreement 
Stipulated that the funds be im- 
plemented simultaneously with 
UDAG I, according to HUD. 


In contrast, the CDBG program is 
¡basically an entitlement program. 
Block grants which are awarded to 
communities are primarily used for 
community development. In Terre 
Haute, for example, CDBG funds 
have been used for sidewalk and curb 
improvements. 

Funds totalling $12,576,000 were ap- 
proved for use by Terre Haute for 
1981. A total of $822,942.25 have been 
expended, according to HUD. 

Terre Haute is one of 15 entitle- 
ment cities in Indiana which HUD 
monitors. The results of the recent 
report are not that unusual, according 
to Levandowski. 

The in-depth monitoring of the 
Terre Haute programs is a result of a 
new policy direction for HUD. A new 
priority monitoring review format 
has been added to HUD’s responsi- 
bilities. 

The objective is “to insure that 
federal management requirements 

| are being implemented,” said Levan- 

„dowski. 


N Od 


10] 
34 


40Nád34 


ALV112415 


ay suey ÁrrunuuUu07) 


HUAN ang Kunog 081, 


Payback nay 


Just e 


Planny (T TÍ 


H UD Ice cl 


2 6 1982 
By F.I. CRA 


Star Staff Writer 
A $100,000 repayment may be just a 
small part of the total price tag 
tacked on to a Housing and Urban 
Development monitoring report on 
two of Terre Haute's federally-funded 
grant programs. 
Corrective action called for in the 
report could cost the city dearly. 
“In addition, the HUD report in- 


„dicates almost 80 percent of the 


UDAG rehabilitation funds are being 
used by 
higher-in- 
come reci- 
pients con- 
trary to the 
grant agree- 
ment signed 
by the city, 
according to 
the HUD re- 
port. 

“The 
latest UDAG 
guarterly re- 
port reflects E “ 
that 80 of 364 
single-family Sihla ha ort 
units as- ` ying rep 
sisted, (22percent) are for low- 
and moderate-income families,” the 
report states. 

“Given the available resource of 
the UDAG, it would seem that efforts 
should be concentrated toward in- 
creased utilization of this program- 
for low- and moderate-income fami- 
lies.” 

“Applicant shall give priority to 
low- and moderate-income persons,” 
according to the grant agreement 
signed when the city applied for the 
HUD funds. 

SOME PROBLEMS CORRECTED 

Some of the problems with the 
Urban Development Action Grant 
and Community Development Block 
Grant rehabilitation programs cited 


in the report already are being cor- 
rected, according to Mayor Pete 
Chalos. 

But HUD has instructed the city to 
reinspect projects and bring them up 
to local standards and to find and 
remove lead-based paint hazards in 
all residential buildings which have 
received funds, among other things. 

Redevelopment Department Direc- 
tor Marc Elliott does not know how 
much this will cost the city. Elliott 
said Thursday he has not had time to 
thoroughly study the HUD report. 
REPAYMENT COULD INCREASE 

In addition to the $100,000 repay- 
ment requested in the report, HUD 
has asked the city to provide addi- 
tional information and documentation 
in other disputed areas. If the 
documentation does not satisfy HUD 
officials, the city may be required to 
repay more. 

The report cites $14,083.92 for in- 
eligible expenditures which should 
have been reimbursed by the city by 
February 1981. HUD has not yet 
received a check for this amount, 
according to the report, and wants to 
know where it is. 

The city avoided an additional pay- 
back of more than $200,000 for costs 
which were questioned by HUD by 

amending its grant agreement last 
March, according to the report. 
SAMPLES LACKING 

To prepare the report, HUD 
monitered a random sampling of 48 
projects in five categories, according 
to Eleanor Granger, a HUD official in 
Indianapolis. All but three of those 
projects did not meet HUD stan- 
dards, she said. In some categories 
none of the projects met standards. 

“But there are varying degrees of 
deficiencies,” Granger said. Not all 
projects monitored required pay- 
backs. 


(HUD: Back page, this section) 
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Elliott does not know how many 
projects there are in all the re- 
habilitation programs. 

“It's been going since 1974," he 
said. 

“You're probably here a couple of 
weeks too early," he told The Star 
when questioned Thursday about 
some of the issues raised in the 
report. 

Elliott says he will be comparing 
the HUD findings with the city's 
grant requirements “when I get 
around to it.” 

“Tve been through all this before 
.. It’s nothing you don't get used 
to.”’ 

The city will appeal HUD’s demand 
for repayment of $105,128.97 to the 
Terre Haute’s federal letter of credit, 
according to Mayor Chalos. 

The projects already have been 
monitored four times by HUD, Chalos 
said, and these discrepancies should 
have been discovered earlier. 

POOR NOT HELPED 

Almost 80 percent of the UDAG 
rehabilitation funds are being used by 
higher-income recipients contrary to 
the grant agreement signed by the 
city, according to the HUD report. 

“The latest UDAG quarterly report 
reflects that 80 of 364 single-family 
units assisted, (22 percent) are for 
low-and moderate-income families,” 
the report states. 

“Given the available resource of 
the UDAG, it would seem that efforts 
should be concentrated toward in- 
creased utilization of this program 
for low- and moderate-income fami- 
lies.” 

“Applicant shall give priority to 


low- and moderate-income persons,” 
according to the grant agreement 
signed when the city applied for the 
HUD funds. 

FRAZIER REBUILT 

More than half the funds which 
HUD is demanding be paid back were 
used to rebuild Frazier Realty which 
was destroyed by fire, according to 
the report. Plans and specifications 
are not on file, the report says, but 
pictures show a new building which is 
two to three times larger than the 
original. The city has been told to 
repay the $58,682 provided Frazier. 

Other additions to commercial 
buildings also are questioned in the 
report. 

“Major additions to existing build- 
ings were not proposed or approved in 
the application, and should not have 
been subsidized,” the report says. A 
$15,000 addition to Dr. Wade 
Anshutz's office, a $3,213.95 addition 
to Accent on Floors, a $25,000 addition 
to Brentlinger Distrib. Co., and a 
$13,117.86 addition to Gerhardťs 
Bierstube were found ineligible in the 
report. 

The report only asks the funds 
provided Frazier be repaid, though. 
PROJECTS INELIGIBLE 

The report also lists four re- 
habilitation projects which are in- 
eligible because they were not consis- 
tent with the grant application. 

Two of the projects were in Dem- 
ing Center which already had re- 
ceived a grant to bring it up to code, 
according to Henry Levandowski, di- 
rector of HUD’s community planning 
and development division in the Indi- 
anapolis office. 

A total of $25,000 apparently was 
used to remodel a portion of Deming 


Center for use by Junior Achievement 
and Family Service Assoc., Levan- 
dowski said. HUD considers this an 
inappropriate use of the money. 

Rehabilitation projects for the 
Terre Haute Boys Club and St. Joseph 
Parish, which totaled $5,662.74, also 
were found ineligible. 

The four projects were subsidized 
as commercial structures, according 
to the report. HUD defines commerce 
as the interchange of goods and 
merchandise between individuals to 
carry on trade. It has instructed the 
city to repay a total of $30,662.74 in 
subsidies for the four projects, but 
the city will contest the definition of 
commerce, Chalos said. 

In the same category, the report 
lists five projects which were found 
ineligible because they did not in- 
clude substantial rehabilitation of ex- 
isting buildings. 

These include $1,806.56 for Newlin 
Johnson Co., $525 for North Acres 
Dev. Co., $2,918.23 for Ernie’s Elec- 
tric Co. Inc. $4,166.17 for WBAK-TV, 
and $11,621.50 for A.P.&S. Clinic. 

The city’s CDBG grant requires 
subsidies be used to bring buildings 
up to local standards. Work should 
not be subsidized if it does not ac- 
complish this goal, according to the 
report. The only project in this cate- 
gory for which HUD is requesting 
repayment is the $2,918.23 for Ernie’s 
Electric Co., Inc. which was used to 
build an $11,672.94 pole barn and fence 
across the alley from the business, 
according to the report. 

MORE INFORMATION SOUGHT 

Additional information is being 
sought by HUD before it decides to 
ask for repayment of $10,410.37 used 
to improve property owned by Dr. 
Donald Conner. The money apparent- 
ly was paid to Conner’s retirement 


fund, not to a rehabilitation construc- > 


tion lender. Conner had received an- 
other subsidy of $16,750 one year 
earlier, the report said. 


Repayment of a $5,915 subsidy for a 
rehabilitation loan for Bell & Bracken 
Funeral Home also has been re- 
quested. The rehabiliation loan was 
approved in 1978 and the city agreed 
to participate in 1980. 

“This is both inappropriate and 
ineligible,” the report says. 

Documentation has been requested 
for a $22,754 subsidy paid to CDI, Inc. 
for a rehabilitation loan of $91,015. 
The name on the application was 
changed from CDI, Inc., to Connie L. 
Francis, who appears to be the wife 
of the vice president of CDI, accord- 
ing to the report. Two bids are on file, 
both signed by officers of CDI. No 
initial inspection report was on file 
and HUD found a relatively new 
building with paved parking lot dur- 
ing an on-site visit, 

“In the absence of an initial inspec- 
tion, we questioned why such an 
extensive amount of rehabilitation 
work had been needed at this ad- 
dress," notes the report. 

The city has been told to make sure 
initial inspections are made of prop- 
erties to be rehabilitated and that the 

“loan or cash equity will be sufficient 
to bring the structure up to code. 
REPORTS MISSING 

No initial inspection reports are on 
file for CDI, Gerhardt's Bierstube, 
Frazier Realty Co., Inc., Junior 
Achievement, North Acres Deve. Co., 
Inc., Wadsworth Furnace Co., Brentl- 
inger Distributing Co. Inc., Vigo 
Bowl, Reynolds Automotive Prod- 
ucts, Inc., Dr. Donald Conner, Wa- 
terbed Company, Inc., Jerry Lewis 
and Kadel’s Holiday Shoppe, Inc., 
according to the report. 


Inadequate inspection reports are 
on file for WBAK-TV, Ernie's Elec- 
tric Co., Inc., Accent on Floors, 
A.P.&S. Clinic, Bell & Bracken Fu- 
neral Home, Goetz Letter Shop, 
Newlin-Johnson Co., Inc., Boys Club, 
Inc., St. Joseph University Parish, 
Family Service Assoc., Eatateria, 
Inc., Lorenzo Turner, Dr. Wade 
Anshutz, Bower & Rowe, Inc., and 
Hillman Jewelers, the report says, 


Final inspection reports also have 
been questioned in the report. Ex- 
amples of buildings which supposedly 
have been rehabilitated but which 
still have do not meet local standards 
are cited, including Goetz Letter 
Shop, Ernie's Electric Co., Inc., 
WBAK-TV, Vigo Bowl, and Bower é: 
Rowe Inc. — © ai 

BUILDINGS VACAN 


The city also has been told to repai ! 


$6,951 used to rehabilitate unoccupied 
buildings. The grant agreement re- 
quires eligible multi-family struc- 
tures be owner- or renter-occupied, 
according to the report. 

Several single-family dwellings 
may have been remodeled into multi- 
family units, according to the report. 
The two properties for which repay- 
ment is required both are owned by 
Ennis Realty Corporation, according 
to the report. 


A subsidy of $4,451 was used to | 
rehabilitate property at 1214-1216 | 


The work write-up for the property 
includes $3,935 for Formica kitchen 


Ohio St. along with a $17,804.31 re- | Cabinets, $603 for a dishwasher, and 


habilitation loan. 

“It appears this property was va- 

cant and rehabilitated for resale,” 
according to the report. 
. The other property, 625 N. Ninth 
St., is supposed to have three units. 
The subsidy was $2,500 which is the 
maximum for one unit, according to 
the report. 

“This file contains other conflict- 
ing data which leads to the conclusion 
that this property may have been a 
vacant single-family structure which 
was acquired and rehabilitated as a 
three-unit rental structure,” the re- 
port says. : 

The property was appraised at 


$3,000 before rehabilitation and at 


$28,000 afterwards, according to th: 


report. Construction costs totalled — 
Merchants National 


$34,359.75, but the rehiabilitation loan 


was only $20,000 plus a UDAG subsidy 
of $2,500, the report says. No docu- 


ments are available to show from 
where the remaining $11,859.75 came. 
KITCHEN REMODELED 

The report questions the use of 
$9,525 used to remodel the Sedgewick 
kitchen at 1616 S. 10th St. 

“There is no indication in the file 
about the existence of code deficien- 
cies prior to the work in the kitchen," 
the report says. 


$655 for a microwave oven. 

“It is intent of the UDAG programs 
to subsidize the loan for the re- 
habilitation work necessary to bring 
„the structure unit up to code. It was 
never intended for the subsidy to 
primarily apply to amenities, cos- 
metics, and/or non-code related 
items," the report states. “If a 
„structure/unit has no code deficien- 
cies, it should not be considered for 
assistance.” 

BANKS PROFIT 

Interest was figured incorrectly on 
the UDAG loans by the financial 
institutions, according to the report. 
- “The lending institutions have been 
the» primary beneficiaries of the 
_UDAG program," the report says... 
Terre Haute First National Bank, 
Bank, Terre 
Haute Savings Bank, Indiana State 
Bank, Wabash Federal Savings and 
Loan Association, Mutual Federal, 
Savings and Loan Association, 
Merchants Savings Association, Indi- 
ana Savings and Loan Association, 
Central Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, and Pfister € Company 
have participated in the UDAG pro- 
gram. 

Although it is not known how much 
each institution loaned for individual 
projects, total UDAG loans as of Dec. 
31, 1981, have exceeded $2.699 million, 
according to Eleanor Granger, HUD 
community planning and develop- 
ment representative. : 
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Mayor Pete Chalos today denied 
that applications for federal loan sub- 
sidies used for rehabiliation projects 
have possibly not been treated equal- 
ly by Terre Haute officials. 

The questioning of unequal treat- 
ment was raised in a report in the 
Terre Haute Star this morning which 
alleged possible discrepancies exist 
in the administration of one of two 
federal grant programs which have 
been criticized in a monitoring report 

“by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

Chalos said in a phone interview 
today that the city asked HUD for an 
interpretation on some of the applica- 
tions noted in the Star report and 
HUD said at the time it was a 
determination to be made locally. 

Chalos said he did not think that 
any discrepancies existed in treat- 
ment of UDAG applicants. 

As a result of a recent HUD review 

of the administration of Community 
Development Block Grant and Urban 
Development Action Grant pro- 
grams, HUD has ordered Terre 
Haute to repay over $105,000 for 
projects subsidized through the 
UDAG program. HUD says some of 
the projects were not eligible for 
UDAG funds. 
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for all applicants 


The city has until April 19 to re- 
spond to findings outlined in the 48 
page HUD report. 


Possible discrepancies in applica-. 


tions processed for two local com- 
mercial concerns, a social service 
agency and a local physician’s clinic 
were discussed in the Star news re- 
port. 

The report says that Bower & Rowe 
Package Liquors, 2960 S. Seventh St., 
applied for a UDAG loan and subsidy 
to rehabilitate the store. The applica- 
tion was initially rejected because 
the wife of one of the two store 
owners was a clerk for the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority. 

The housing authority handled the 
administration of the program under 
a contract with the city’s redevelop- 
ment department. 

Bower reportedly appealed the re- 
jection because his wife was not 
involved in the administration or 
decision-making process of the 
UDAG program. HUD approved a 
waiver for Bower & Rowe and the 
firm reportedly received a UDAG 
subsidy of $1,350. 

However, the news report says that 
a subsidy for Vigo Bowl, owned by the 
husband of city controller Tharon 
Geckeler was approved on the first 
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application round and no waiver was 
required. Vigo Bowl received a 
UDAG subsidy of $7,949.20. According 
to the news report, the business is 
managed by Gordon Geckeler, presi- 
dent of the Vigo County Council, who 
is also a stockholder in the corpo- 
ration. Geckeler declined to comment 
today, saying that he had not yet read 
the newspaper report. 

Mrs. Geckeler is a member of a 
UDAG loan review committee, which 
was established by Mayor Chalos for 
review of commercial rehabilitation 
loan applications. Her appointment 
was by virtue of her city title, not who 
she is, Chalos explained. He also 
appointed Louis Glascock, city engi- 
neer, to the committee. 

Other loan review committee may- 
oral appointees are Marc Elliott, 
redevelopment department executive 
director, and Mark Blade, assistant 
director of redevelopment. John 
Hanley, a member of the redevelop-: 
ment commission, is the fifth com- 
mittee member. 

“TI appointed them after these ques- 
tions started coming up," Chalos 
said. “We were not satisfied with the 
operation of UDAG I. We did an awful 
lot to try and bring it back into 
conformance." 

When the Vigo Bowl application 
was reviewed, Chalos said clari- 
fication from HUD had already been 
sought on the Bower & Rowe applica- 
tion. 

Four of the five committee mem- 
bers approved the Vigo Bowl applica- 
tion. According to the Star, Mrs. 
Geckeler was not present for that 
committee meeting. 

The news report also cites another 
seeming inconsistency involving 
funds for Family Services Associa- 
tion which recently relocated to the 
Deming Center. The FSA subsidy was 
cut because of the issuance of an 
earlier subsidy to a Junior Achieve- 


‘ment project in the same building, 


according to the report. 

But, two requested UDAG sub- 
sidies for AP&S Clinic, 221 S. Sixth 
St., apparently would have been ap- 


i proved. 
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with more than $400,000 being used 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Terre Haute has more than 50,000 
people and is considered physically 
and economically distressed by feder- 
al standards. 

Terre Haute also has a proven 
record of providing housing for low- 
and moderate-income people and has 
demonstrated egual opportunity in 
housing and employing those same 
people. 

As a result of the above, Terre 
Haute qualified, in 1979, for $1 million 


in Urban Development Action Grant 


(UDAG) funds. 

As of May 31, 1981, according to an 
audit of the Terre Haute Redevelop- 
ment Department released on Nov. 
20, 1981, the city had used $509,745.94 
of that $1 million — leaving 
$490,254.06 available. 
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Only about $50,000 of that grant is 
available today, according to Marc 
Elliott, executive director of the re- 
development department. Since May 
1981 more than $400,000 in UDAG 
funds have been expended or are 
obligated, he said. 

Because of a recent HUD report, 
the city volunteered to freeze the 
UDAG program until the findings, or 
problem areas, included in the report 
are resolved. 

The UDAG I program was to have 
been completed by December 1981, 
but the city has requested that HUD 
grant an extension. When the freeze is 
lifted and the program is in motion 
again, Elliott said the remaining 
funds will probably be obligated 
within a two-week period, due to the 
number of pending applications. 

No funds from another UDAG 
grant totaling $1,276,000 — commonly 
referred to as UDAG II — have been 
used. Elliott said that applications 
not processed through UDAG I will be 
transferred to UDAG II. About 18 
months are left to fulfill the terms of 
the UDAG II grant, according to 
Elliott. 

UDAG lis a grant subsidy program 
and UDAG II is a loan subsidy pro- 
gram. 

The UDAG program, which is ad- 
ministered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) provides grants to help ‘‘se- 
verely distressed cities and urban 
counties to revitalize local economies 
and reclaim deteriorated neighbor- 
hoods through a combination of public 
and private investments in projects 
of maximum benefit to low- and 
moderate-income persons and mem- 
bers of minority groups," according 
to a HUD program handbook. 

Through this program, HUD sub- 
sidizes rehabilitation of residential 
and commercial structures. 

The maximum grant subsidy per 
residential dwelling unit is.$2,500.or 
25 percent of the total cost of the 
rehabilitation work — whichever is 
less. The maximum subsidy for a 
commercial structure is the lesser of 


$25,000 or 25 percent. 

Nine local lending institutions par- 
ticipate in the UDAG program by 
processing loan applications and pro- 
viding certifications of completed re- 
habilitation work. 


According to HUD requirements, 
at least $845,000 of the $1 million 
UDAG I grant is to be used for loan 
prepayments. The prepayments are 


made after the rehabilitation work is | 


completed. 


After a lender and local officials 
approve a rehabilitation loan, the 
property owner contracts for and 
completes the rehabilitation work. 
Upon completion, the lender notifies 
the redevelopment department that 
the work has been completed and 
requests a final inspection. 


The redevelopment department is 
then responsible for an inspection 
which certifies that all applicable 
building codes have been met. After 
final inspection and approval of the 
work, redevelopment officials submit 
the loan subsidy payment to the lend- 
ing institution. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
City officials say they may need 
more time than allotted to respond to 
a U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban and Development report which 
states the city owes HUD $105,128,97. 

Monday is the deadline HUD set to 
receive the city's response to a 48- 
page HUD evaluation report which 
was released last month. 

A deadline extension may be re- 
quested, according to Marc Elliott, 
executive director of the Terre Haute 
Redevelopment department. Elliott's 
department has the task of preparing 
a response to the HUD findings. 

“We have a lot of material to show 
them,” Elliott said Tuesday. But he 
added an extension might be required 
because all the information his de- 
partment has requested from local 
residents has not yet been received in 
his office. 

Mayor Pete Chalos said Tuesday 
that he's hoping for a resolution to the 
findings cited by HUD. The city is 
willing to cooperate with HUD of- 
figials to achieve that objective, 
Chalos said. 

HUD spokeswoman Eleanor 
Granger indicated that a deadline 
extension request would not be un- 
usual and would probably be granted. 

The exchange of paperwork be- 
tween the city and the federal agency 
stems from a monitoring review of 
Terre Haute's two federal grant pro- 
grams which was conducted by HUD 
in December 1981. 

The more than $100,000 payback 
requested by HUD is for federal grant 
subsidies to local people and busi- 
nesses, which HUD said were not 
eligible to receive them. 

Nearly 88 percent of the amount 
HUD claims the city owes, is for 
commercial rehabilitation subsidies 
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which HUD said were not eligible 
under guidelines for Urban Develop- 
ment Action Grant (UDAG) funds. 

Under rehabilitation guidelines 
federal monies are used to assist with 
the cost of upgrading buildings or 
structures with local code require- 
ments. 

A little more than six percent of the 
amount to be repaid includes in- 
eligible multi-family rehabilition 
costs. More than five percent of the 
federally requested repayment is re- 
lated to a retroactive subsidy which 
HUD declared ineligible. 

In a 48-page report released last 
month, Indianapolis HUD officials 
questioned a total of $166,714 in com- 
mercial rehabilitation costs, but only 
asked the city to repay $92,262.97. 
That sum represents about 87.8 
percent of the total repayment re- 
quested by HUD. 

HUD questioned subsidies for sev- 
eral major additions to existing build- 
ings here totaling $115,013.81. Of that 
amount, HUD has requested that a 
$58,682 subsidy to Frazier Realty, 
1331 Ohio St., be paid back. The 
report said that the funds were used 
to rebuild the Frazier Realty build- 
ing, which had been destroyed by fire. 

“Major additions to existing build- 
ings were not proposed or approved in 
the (grant) application and should not 
have been subsidized,’’ the report 
said. 

Although HUD considered other 
major additions costs ineligible, the 
Frazier Realty subsidy is the only one 
for which repayment was requested. 

Other major addition subsidies 
questioned by HUD include the fol- 
lowing: Dr. Wade Anshutz, 1223 Ohio 
St., $15,0 00 for four rooms and 
storage space; Accent on Floors, 10 
Voorhees St., $3,213.95 for a ware- 
house addition; Brentlinger Dis- 


s more time 


tributing Co., 96 Spruce St., $25,000 
for an addition and exterior paint: 
and Gerhardt's Bierstube, 1724 Lafa- 
yette Ave., $13,117.81 for a new party 
room addition. 

HUD described subsidies to the 
following organizations as ineligible: 
Junior Achievement (located in the 
Deming Center), $8,099.24: Terre 
Haute Boys Club, 220 N. Third St., 
$3,174.53; St. Joseph parish, 112 S. 
Fifth St., $2,488,21: and Family Ser- 
vice Association (also located in the 
Deming Center), $16,900.76. 

Adding to the final total of 
$92,262.97 in ineligible commercial 
rehabilitation expenditures is a 
$2,918,23 subsidy to Ernie's Electric 
Co. Inc., 1364 Poplar St., for construc- 
tion of a new pole bar and fence. 

HUD claims that the work under- 
taken for Ernie's Electric is not 
considered “substantial rehabilita- 
tion of existing structures” and the 
subsidy amount must be repaid. 

Other subsidies which HUD ques- 
tioned, but did not require repayment 
involving include: Newlin Johnson, 
601 Ohio St., $1,806.56 for a new 
furnace, air conditioning and pro- 
grammable thermostat; North Acres 
Development Co., no address avail- 
able, $523 for installation of 
thermostats; WBAK-TV, $4,166.17 for 
roof replacement; and A.P. & S, 
Clínic, 221 S. Sixth St., $11,621.50 for 
roof replacement. 

About 6.6 percent of the total pay- 
back cost stems from two subsidies, 
totalling $6,951, which were reported- 
ly used to rehabilitate unoccupied 
buildings. The grant agreement re- 
quires eligible multi-family struc- 
tures be owner- or renter-occupied, 
according to the report. 

Several single family dwellings 
may have been remodeled into multi- 
family units, according to the report. 
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to start downtown project 


Construction on the first phase of 
downtown Terre Haute improvement is 
to be under way by April 1 after con- 
tracts were awarded for the project 
Wednesday. 

The Terre Haute Board of Public 
Works and Safety awarded the contracts 
for the long-delayed pilot project on 
Sixth Street from Ohio to Cherry streets. 

The pilot project is part of an overall 
plan for improvements in the downtown 
area which is to be coordinated by Terre 
Haute Civic Improvements Inc., a not- 
for-profit group organized specifically 
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for the revitalizaton of the area. 

Bids had been opened for the project 
once before, but sufficient funds were 
not available at that time for the work. 
The contracts awarded Wednesday were 
on bids received in a second bid opening. 

Awarded the contract for general con- 
struction was Progressive Construction 
and Engineering Co., 118 S. 1042 St. The 
firm received the contract for its base 
bid without landscaping of $284.212. The 
bid also included alternatives which 
would add $28,188 or $39,659 or deduct 
$1,727. 

The Doug Wearren Nurseries, Jef- 
fersontown, Ky., received the contract 
for the landscaping work. The land- 
scaping base bid was $36,445.45, with 
alternates adding $3,577.40, $3,702 or 
93.472. 

City Engineer James Burdick, a 

member of the Board of Public Works 
and Safety, reported the contracts were 
awarded on the base bids, but the alter- 
nates can be negotiated later. 
„ „The pilot project calls for the planting 
of Several trees along the route, con- 
struction of bus shelters near the 
northwest and southeast corners of 
Wabash Avenue and installation of 
flushed curbing at street crossings and 
walkways. along with other plans. 

The project has been designed by 
Landplus West, a landscape architec- 
tural and planning firm frora Muncie. 

Funding for the project, an estimated 
$406,000, ix to be derived from a federal 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Monday will be “D-Day" for the Sixth 
Street Demonstration Project when 
ground-breaking ceremonies will mark 
the beginning of work on the initial 
phase of Phase I of the downtown im- 
provement project of Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement, Inc., Prof. Duane 
Sorensen, its executive director, an- 
nounced Tuesday. 

Exact time of the ground breaking 
will be announced later this week. The 
event will take place just a little less 
than a year after a group of concerned 
civic leaders and business men or- 
ganized the not-for-profit Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc., to work 
toward the rehabilitating and revitaliz- 
ing of the downtown area for the advan- 
tage of the entire community. 

Progressive Construction and Engi- 
neering Co., Inc., 118 S. 10% St., was 
awarded the bid for general construction 
with a base bid of $284,212 and three 
alternates. Sorensen said alternate one , 
adding $28,188.00, was selected, which 
means that the work will extend east 
and west on Wabash Avenue from the 
Sixth Street intersection, and north from 
that intersection on Sixth Street to 
Cherry Street. 
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He called the el Street and Wabash 
Avenue intersection the “major focal 
point” with two bus stops with benches 
on each side of Wabash Avenue, plant- 
ings of trees and shrubs and identifying 
pedestrian pathways. Sidewalks will be 
replaced and there will be curb ramps 
for the handicapped at both the intersec- 
tions. 

The same basic treatment will be used 
going north on Sixth Street, the ex- 
ecutive director said, with sidewalks to 
be widened in front of the Deming Hotel, 
rest areas with benches, lots of land- 
scaping and a drop-off area for the 
residents who will live there after the 
hotel is rehabilitated as housing for the 
elderly. 

There will be “islands” of land- 
scapping in the center of Sixth Street 
which will continue to carry regular 
traffic when the project is completed. 
Doug Wearren Nurseries, Jefferson- 
town, Ky., was awarded the contract for 
the landscaping with a total base bid of 
$36,445.45. 

Sorensen expects the improvement 
project to be completed by this Fall. 
Funding came from a grant of 
$347,000.00 from the Economic Develop- 
ment Administration and a contribution 
of $110,000.00 from Civic Improvement. 
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SIXTH STREET IMPROVEMENT UNDERWAY — Brief asphalt breaking ceremo- 
‘nies Monday afternoon signaled the official beginning of the street scaping and other 
improvements in the area from Sixth Street and Wabash Avenue north to Cherry 
Street. Taking his turn at the jackhammer is Steve Owens, president of the 
Downtown Business Association, aided by Mayor William J. Brighton, at left. 
, Others, left to right, are Lawrence Lidster, executive vice president of the Terre 
Haute Area Chamber of Commerce; Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of the board of 
Terre Haute Civic-Improvement, Inc.; Paul Pfister, a member, and Sid Levin, 
former president of the Downfown Business Association. Prof, Duane Sorensen. 
executive director of the Improvement group, is standing behind Levin, See story 
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